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N E W S L E T T E R

Notes from Eric Peters, SLPOA President
The Star Lake Property Owners would tration and fish spawning, disturbance
like to express its ongoing environmental from noise and light on wildlife, and waconcerns with regards to the White Earth ter quality of Star Lake.
Nation's proposed Casino Development.
These impacts will be negative to the
The County Commissioners and the
spawning grounds, migratory birds, waWhite Earth Developers have provided ter quality, and the vegetation that is
limited information on actual environecologically important to this lake and all
mental impacts this project will have on of its inhabitants. All of these impacts
Star Lake.
will affect the uniqueness of Star Lake
and what it has to offer for future generaWe realize that the WEN has offered a
tions.
voluntary EAW for this project, but we
feel that project needs a much more sig- This development is at a critical time penificant environmental review. The south riod for public input, and we are asking
arm of Star Lake is a very sensitive basin all property owners to voice their conto the lake and its downstream watercerns.
sheds. A development of this size will
have impacts to Star Lake that will never There are always going to be challenges
to preserve and protect Star Lake for fube replaced or reversible.
ture generations. So it is important for
Some of the major concerns with this
the membership to stay strong and keep
development are the wetland destrucgetting stronger. So I would like to say
tion, sediment and erosion control dur- thank you to all of the members and
ing and after construction of complex,
board members who contribute to keepimpervious surface and runoff,
ing Star Lake a great place for families to
wastewater treatment, destruction of
enjoy.
critical plant species with regards to fil-

Thank You for Your Service
Thank you to Carolyn Herron, Jim Ebert, and Duane Salberg for their efforts
and contributions to the SLPOA board. They volunteered a lot of time and energy
to this association. So, Thank You!
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The official statement is: "Otter Tail County, in
collaboration with White Earth Nation, has been
working with SRF Consulting Group for the past
seven months to review the area surrounding
Star Lake and Star Lake Township while connecting with the limited areas residents and land
owners to learn about their community, natural
resources, and transportation priorities. Most
recently we have been working to document our
findings and formulating the Plan for the Limited
Area of Star Lake.”

it will be used as a tool moving forward as
developers look at key parcels on Star Lake.

As a result of this process, County Highway 41
will receive some much needed attention, primarily at the Intersection of 380th Street and the
Intersection of County 35, in addition to roadwork needed for entrance and exits to the WEN
development. The intersection of County 41
and State Highway 108 is needing a feasibility
study to determine the best way to correct a variety of issues that presently exist. The work
In essence, the purpose of this planning team was done on 41 as identified in in the plan will be a
to look at Star Lake and its’ potential for devel- 50% split between the county and the WEN with
opment. Then examine what infrastructure may the exception of the roadwork needed surroundbe needed to support these developments. This ing their development which will be paid 100%
all was precipitated by the proposed White Earth with Tribal funds.
Nation development on the south arm. Initially,
the team identified several parcels on the lake
This plan will be a guide for the county to use
that are development prospects, then looked pri- with other developers as they express interest in
marily at roadways to and from those parcels and developing Star Lake. A couple already have exthe White Earth Nation parcels. Finally, looking pressed interest which has the potential in signifiat solutions for several roadway issues effecting cant impact to Star Lake.
get to and from parts of Star Lake.
Stay tuned to the SLPOA for further information
At the Open house in Dent on September 8th,
as it becomes available.
several things occurred.
1. Residents were asked to prioritize key issues
brought forward through this process, surveys done in the process and community
comments received from other Open houses
and public meetings.
2. The draft final plan was made available and is
also available online at http://www.co.otter
-tail.mn.us/1150/Limited-Area-Star-LakeComprehensive-Pla.

Comments on the plan were accepted until
September 28th. Once the plan is finalized,
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Star Lake Concerned Citizens Group (SLCCG)
As you can imagine, there are a whirlwind of questions,

developments, and timeline changes continually evolving
in regards to the Star Lake Casino Proposal. I want to first
of all stress that it is NOT A DONE DEAL by any means,
contrary to what some in the community may be saying.
As an active member and officer in both groups I’d like to
provide as concise an update as possible. For the more
detailed and up to date information, check out the Star
Lake Concerned Citizens Group (SLCCG) website:
http://slccg.info/
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SLCCG recently incorporated as a non-profit
organization to facilitate raising funds needed
for the battle ahead. A bank account has been
opened at the United Community Bank of Dent.
Funds will be used for environmental, hydrologic and
engineering analysis of the proposed casino project,
along with legal representation and communications/
education to increase public awareness. The SLCCG
will be an advocate for government action to protect
and improve natural and community resources and to
publicize the positions of elected officials concerning
these issues.

As of this writing (September 25, 2016), the current status of the process is as follows:




This could be a prolonged effort. Organizers of the
SLCCG are all volunteers and receive no compensation for
Environmental Assessment on both the Fee
their time or mileage. Help join the effort to protect
(state/County jurisdiction) & Trust (Federal) Lands
Star Lake and the greater Star, Dora and Dead Lake
are reportedly being reviewed by correlating agencies. Townships!
Once they are deemed adequately submitted, then
they are to be posted and opened up for public com- Checks should be made payable to the SLCCG and sent to:
ment (30 day). This is expected any day now. Please Star Lake Concerned Citizens Group, PO Box 41, Dent,
help offer comments if you have concerns!
MN 56528. There will also be a process available to donate via PayPal account at www.SLCCG.info
Wetland Application and Conditional Use
Permits were both applied for by the Casino Devel- (Contributions to the Star Lake Concerned Citizens Group
are not tax-deductible. The SLCCG is organized as a nonopers to Ottertail County. Both are now essentially
profit corporation under Minnesota law and operates as a
‘on hold’ currently. Meaning no authorization of
Wetland Replacement nor ‘Soils Work’ associated to tax-exempt organization under Section 501(c)(4) of the
Parking Lot/Berm/Stormwater Treatment Construc- Internal Revenue Code.)
tion on Fee Land. This is largely due to SLCCG com- Jason Gorr, SLPOA Director
munication and a DNR communication stating this
could not be authorized prior to Environmental Review Completion and Authorization.

SLPOA Lake Preservation Fund
The SLPOA is continuing its support for the Star Lake Concerned Citizen Group in regards to statement of concern
and on-going efforts to protect Star Lake from the environmental threats created by the WEN’s Shooting Star Casino
development. The SLPOA board has many concerns about the impacts this development will have on the sensitive
ecosystem of Star Lake. To better understand the environmental review processes, the SLCCG is in the process of
hiring environmental experts and legal advice to better understand the laws and regulations set forth to protect Star
Lake. If you would like to make a contribution towards getting these answers, please feel free to donate to the
SLPOA Lake Preservation Fund. These donations can be sent to: SLPOA | P.O. Box 155 | Dent, MN 56528.
Thank you. -Eric Peters, SLPOA President
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My thanks to all of you who retained your
SLPOA membership for 2016. Also, a special
thank you and welcome to all our new memberships that we have gained recently. We are pushing towards the 200 mark for active memberships. Not bad! But, that is still less than half of
the total property owners on the lake that could
be active members.

bers and a host of other coordinated volunteers.
You get an updated website, newsletters, potential capital improvements, and ongoing monitoring of development around the lake. It certainly
may not be as tasty as those special cheeseburgers, but a membership has lasting value to our
lake.

So, please talk to your friends and neighbors re
I know $25.00 can be used to buy a multitude of buying their membership. Although not curdifferent things. My quick thought process came rently tax deductible, you can also donate to
up with 10 gallons of gasoline, a few lattes, some SLPOA for lake preservation purposes. Our
Minnesota State Lottery tickets, a couple of big
Board pledges to be good stewards of any funds
Mac meals at McDonald’s. Not bad ways to
we receive. Please visit our website for addispend the money. But, for a $25.00 SLPOA
tional information on membership. Thanks! Enmembership investment you help support the
joy Fall 2016 on beautiful Star Lake!
work of seven dedicated volunteer Board memGary P. Miller, SLPOA Membership Committee

2016 Annual Meeting
Thank you to Camp Joy and staff for their hospitality and wonderful breakfast at this year’s annual
meeting. It was great to be able to have the meeting at a place with great history and uniqueness to
Star Lake. Thanks to Camp Aquila for providing maple syrup from the shores of Star Lake.

Water Safety
The 2016 summer comes to a close as the boats, demann, Noah Riley & Mike Riley, and Duane
lifts, and docks get pulled from the water. I hope Salberg for volunteering for getting the buoys on
everyone had a safe and enjoyable summer.
and off the lake every year. Thank you!
Part of keeping the waterways safe is placing the
buoys on the lake. The SLPOA would like to
thank Robbie Rimer, Mike Anderson, Lee Min-
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through the SLPOA website.
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Water Quality
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Hey, Star Lake lovers, We’ve just finished an impressive 18 years of water quality monitoring through our
Otter Tail Coalition of Lake Associations (COLA)
and RMB labs in Detroit Lakes (rmbel.info)!! This
gives us a fabulous body of data about the long term
trends in the health of Star’s water and enables us to
put in perspective what a couple of green algae
blooms over the summer mean so we don’t get
alarmed unnecessarily.

Hmmm...remember to not get alarmed, since the
long term trend data shows our clarity is still officially
(statistically) improving over these 18 years, with our
long term average Secchi reading of 15 feet!!! That’s
wonderful news for a lake as big and diverse and wellused as Star! TP and Chl_a are holding their own at a
“no long term trend”-- neither better nor worse. I
just drew our last water sample for September yesterday and saw a clarity of 11 feet as the lake is responding to cooler nights, sediments are settling back down
We started off with a bang in May, with one of our
and the heavy rains have abated. When I do one
higher water clarity readings of 19 feet! Recall that
more Secchi reading in a week or two for the Citizen
we drop a white Secchi disc into the water until it
Lake Monitoring Program, a Minnesota Pollution
disappears and read the depth on a marked cord. This
Control Agency (MPCA) program, we’ll likely be
is pretty typical for the water in May to be clear, unback into the 13—15 foot range. This is really the
less we’ve just had a big wind storm to churn things
story of the ebb and flow of the chemistry and physiup. The cause of such clear water was our Total
ology of Star Lake! Thanks to Bill Wermager of the
Phosphorus (TP--food for algae) and Chlorophyll_a
West Arm for agreeing to take Secchi readings over
(Chl_a--algae) were amongst our lower readings.
the summer in the deep hole over there!
But, hey, clarity was still up at 18 feet in June because
the algae weren’t blooming yet (too cold and
cloudy?). This was despite quite a jump in TP; guess
the algae weren’t hungry enough to eat! July and August are the months when the lake heats up, sunshine
increases (algae are sun worshipers!), rain falls bringing lots of water and nutrients through our inlets (12
inches in July at my house), and big winds blowing
and heavier boat traffic churn up the shallows. This
increased algae growth and sediments brought up
from the lake bottom dropped our clarity to 7.5 feet
in August, on of our lower readings.

As always, to keep Star moving in this healthy direction: Mind your septics; redirect storm water runoff
away from the lake; remove pet and yard waste; use
no TP fertilizer; and stabilize your shoreline with
plantings or rip rap to keep the dirt (read
“Phosphorus”) out of the lake. Have a warm and colorful Fall, enjoy the winter Holidays, play with the
snow, catch those fish through the ice, and we’ll see
y’all back at the shore next Spring!!
Carolyn Herron, Water Quality Committee

Lake Wide Picnic
The 2nd Annual Lake Wide Picnic was a success! It was a little breezy by the bonfire which didn't give the
flies a chance. About 40 people in all showed up. Thank you Noah & Mary Riley for hosting. We are still
looking for a host for the 3rd Annual Lake Wide Picnic for 2017. Please email us if you are interested and
we’ll help get the word out..
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From MN DNR: http://www.dnr.state.mn.us/lakefind/showreport.html?downum=56038500
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Fishery Report continued
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Continued …

Status of the Fishery: Star Lake is a 4,721-acre mesotrophic (moderately fertile) lake located in north-central Otter Tail
County approximately four miles west of Dent, MN. Star Lake is connected to Dead and Round Lakes via non-navigable
streams. The immediate watershed is composed primarily of agricultural land interspersed with hardwood woodlots. Extensive
marsh areas are located in the south bay and the west arm of the lake. The maximum depth is 94 feet; however, 59% of the lake
is 15 feet or less in depth. The secchi disk reading was 10.5 feet. Previous secchi disk readings have ranged from 5.8 to 14.0 feet.
Development is scattered around the entire shoreline of Star Lake. DNR owned public water accesses are located along the north
and east shorelines. Stands of hardstem bulrush, wild rice, and common cattail are scattered along the shoreline of the entire
lake; however, the largest stands are located in the south bay and the west arm. Emergent aquatic plants provide valuable fish and
wildlife habitat, and are critical for maintaining good water quality. They protect shorelines and lake bottoms, and can actually
absorb and break down polluting chemicals. Emergent plants provide spawning areas for fish such as northern pike, largemouth
bass, and panfish. They also serve as important nursery areas for all species of fish. Because of their ecological value, emergent
plants may not be removed without a DNR permit. To maintain the excellent water quality and angling that this lake has to offer,
it is imperative to preserve the quality of the aquatic habitat.

Star Lake is a popular angling lake during both the open water and ice fishing seasons. The lake has a reputation as one of the best
all-around fishing lakes in Otter Tail County. Northern Pike, Walleye, and Bluegill are the dominant gamefish species. The prolificacy of these species can be attributed to the abundance of suitable spawning habitat that is available. Walleye is a primary
management specie in this lake. The long-term trend has been an increase in Walleye abundance. Walleyes ranged in length from
7.2 to 24.0 inches with an average length and weight of 14.3 inches and 1.2 pounds. Walleyes attain an average length of 14.3
inches at four years of age. Northern Pike abundance has remained high in recent surveys. Age and length data from recent surveys indicate that Northern Pike reproduction is consistently good. Northern Pike ranged in length from 9.9 to 35.8 inches with
an average length and weight of 19.0 inches and 1.5 pounds. Pike attain an average length of 22.1 inches at four years of age. A
reduced daily bag limit regulation for sunfish (10 per day) was implemented in 2005 to maintain the quality of the Bluegill population. Catch and length data from special spring assessments indicate that the regulation is maintaining a quality Bluegill population. Fifty percent of the Bluegills were 8.0 inches or greater in length. Bluegills attain an average length of 8.2 inches at six years
of age.
Anglers can maintain the quality of angling by practicing selective harvest. Selective harvest encourages the release of medium to
large size fish while allowing the harvest of more abundant smaller fish for table fare. Releasing the medium to large fish will ensure that the lake has enough spawning age fish on an annual basis and will provide anglers with more opportunities to catch large
fish in the future.
Source: MN DNR Fisheries Lake Surveys—Star Lake, Otter Tail County

Star Lake Property Owners’ Association, Inc.
P.O. Box 155
Dent, MN 56528-0155

STAR LAKE PROPERTY OWNERS’ ASSOCIATION
2016 FALL NEWSLETTER
Updates: Resort/Casino, Membership, Water Quality and More

Coming Soon: 2016 SLPOA Member Directory
Memberships can expect their new directory October to early November.
Thank you to Barb Eckert for her work gathering advertising for the SLPOA
Directory.

