
 Joined with other down-
stream lakes to retain the ser-
vices of an outside engineering 
firm to evaluate the hydraulic 
study submitted by the Little 
Mac LID. 

We are presently working 
with the down stream lakes on 
a similar retention of a profes-
sional limnologist firm (the 
science of fresh water proper-
ties) to help us evaluate the 
pending Environmental As-
sessment Worksheet to be 
submitted by the Little Mac 
LID. 

We thank all of you who have 
stepped up and become in-
volved! There have been many 
constructive letters and public 
comments from Star Lake 
property owners and other 
down stream property own-
ers.  The County Board has 
heard our concerns and has 
slowed the process, allowing 
time for the concerns of those 
affected down stream to be 
considered.  Be sure to visit 
both the SLPOA web site 
(www.starlakeassociation.co
m)  and  the OTC official web 
site .   (http://www.co.otter-
tail.mn.us/) to keep abreast 
of additional announcements 
and County Board agenda 
postings regarding Ditch 25. 

Earlier this summer the Little 
MacDonald-Kerbs-Paul Lakes 
Improvement District (LID) 
announced its plans to seek 
approval from the Otter Tail 
County Board of Commission-
ers to build an outlet from 
their lakes to OTC Ditch 25. 
Those lakes have no natural 
outlet and have experienced 
highly publicized record high 
water problems for several 
years.  The existing Ditch 25 
does not presently include 
those lakes, but runs through 
a series of lakes and wetlands 
and ultimately empties into 
Star Lake on our north shore.   
Star Lake is fortunate to have 
a natural (but uncontrolled) 
outlet via the “Dead Lake 
Creek” which flows from our 
south arm into Dead Lake. 

Your board of directors has 
been actively involved in the 
Little Mac proposal since that 
time, attempting to under-
stand, evaluate and minimize 
the potential impact on Star 
Lake’s water levels, water 
quality and fishery and wildlife 
habitat.  In this process your 
board of directors has:   

 Publicized the public 
meetings and OTC Board 
meetings and encouraged all 
Star Lake property owners to 

become involved in the pro-
cess. 

 Retained the services of 
an experienced and respected 
attorney who specializes in 
lake regulations and water 
quality issues. 

 Submitted a formal reso-
lution to Otter Tail County 
stating our concerns regarding 
the Little Mac proposal. 

 Issued two letters to all 
Star Lake property owners 
updating on the issues and 
status of the Little MacDonald 
LID efforts and encouraging 
citizen involvement in the 
process. 

 Attended and commented 
for the record at the public 
meetings.  We encouraged all 
residents to participate and 
offer written and oral com-
ments to the OTC board. 

 Worked with the other 
“downstream 
lakes” (MacDonald, Dead, 
Berger, Round, Otter Tail, 
etc.) to identify issues of com-
mon concern and offer con-
structive solutions on a unified 
basis. 

Ditch 25 Update-  

STAR LAKE PROPERTY ASSOCIATION NEWS 

 
F A L L ,  2 0 1 1   

 
 

Board of Directors 
 

Arlette Preston – 
President 

 
Dave Kaser – 1st Vice 

President 
 

Carolyn Herron – 2nd 
Vice President 

 
Stu Peterson -  

Treasurer 
 

Tim Lindgren -  
Secretary 

 
Jim Ebert – Director 

 
Mike Cribb - Director 

 
Duane Salberg –  

Director 
 

Noah Riley – 
Director 

http://www.starlakeassociation.com/
http://www.starlakeassociation.com/
http://www.co.otter-tail.mn.us/
http://www.co.otter-tail.mn.us/


P A G E  2  

Ditch 25 Update (cont’d) 
Finances: 

On a related note, THANK 
YOU also for your financial sup-
port!!   Our modest reserve fund 
was nearly depleted as a result of 
responding to Ditch 25. We ex-
perienced unanticipated expenses 
for member communications, 
legal counsel support and inde-
pendent technical expertise.  At 
this writing, we have expended 
just under $5,000 in “Ditch 25 
expenses” (with more pending).  
The response to our request for 
contributions to establish a “Lake 
Protection Fund” has been ex-
tremely positive.  At this writing, 
we have received Lake Protec-
tion contributions and related 
new memberships totaling nearly 
$4,000 from 75 members!  A 
detailed full report will be pro-

vided at our annual meeting next 
June.  

Membership Report- 
Shooting for 200 
Strong 

Total paid memberships now 
total nearly 190 members.  This 
is the strongest membership base 
in several years and reflects the 
concerns and support for the 
Association’s efforts to conscien-
tiously respond to the Ditch 25 
issues.   Over 35 new member-
ships and former member renew-
als have been received since our 
annual meeting in June.  We 
can’t thank you enough for your 
support and the many notes of 
support and encouragement that 
have accompanied your member-

ship renewals and financial con-
tributions to the Lake Preserva-
tion Fund.   Note:  Our member-
ship year runs from June to June 
each year (Annual Meeting to 
Annual Meeting).  Membership 
renewal notices will be sent out 
next spring before our June an-
nual meeting. 

 

 

 

S T A R  L A K E  P R O P E R T Y  

COMMITTEE TO EXPLORE LAKE IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT OPTION 

We have put together a com-
mittee consisting of board 
members and association 
members, to look into the 
option of forming a LID or 
Lake Improvement District 
for Star Lake.  The commit-
tee is responsible for deter-
mining how to get a district 
formed, and if it is in the best 
interest of the residents of the 
lake.  We all have our own 
piece of property on the lake, 
but more and more things are 
arising with the lake itself.  
All of the property owners of 
the lake are responsible for 
protecting the lake, and this 

protection doesn’t come 
cheap.  It is a known fact that 
it is not if, but when, our lake 
gets infested with Invasive 
Species.  When this happens 
we will need funding to battle 
them.  In Oct. of this year, 
the DNR treated Rose Lake 
with copper sulfate to battle 
an infestation of Zebra Mus-
sels.  They will need three 
treatments at $14000 a piece 
to remedy their problem. 
What if that was our lake?  
Where would we get the 
funding to pay that bill?  Also 
we all should be well aware by 
now of the funds the associa-

tion has put into keeping the 
residents of Star Lake repre-
sented in the Ditch 25 issue.  
These are some examples of 
projects that could be funded 
from a LID.  Our intention is 
to make a presentation at the 
annual meeting, to see if 
there is enough interest with 
the association members to 
proceed with the formation 
of the Star Lake Improvement 
District.     



Committee Reports (cont’d) 
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Adopt-a-Highway:  The "Pick 
the Highway Clean" efforts last 
spring was another success. We 
had many volunteers and had a 
great time cleaning both sides of 
the highway!  Remember to 
watch the web site for dates when 
we will clean the ditches from the 
Galaxy to the Camp Joy 
road  next spring. We work in 
conjunction with Ottertail Coun-
ty Highway Department and they 
help with the scheduling. Nor-
mally, we try for the second or 
3rd week of May for an evening 
to get the job done.  Again, we 
will post the date for next year. 
Come and help us! 

Annual Meeting:   The SLPOA 
annual meeting will be held on 
Saturday, June 9, 2012 at the 
Dent Elementary School. Regis-
tration will begin at 9:AM. Due 
to our recent concerns regarding 
high water levels, water quality, 
and the Ditch 25 issue, we have 
incurred addtional and unex-
pected expenses. Therefore, the 
board will be serving coffee and 
donuts during the registration. 
We will not be able to provide 
the chicken dinner as in the past. 

Communication:   The Star Lake 
Property Owners Association 
revised member directory is 
in production. However, we have 
decided that that it will not be 
finalized until December 31, 
2011 and then sent to the print-
ers. We have had substantial new 
member activity over the sum-
mer and fall, and want to listings 
to be as complete and accurate as 
possible.   

Accordingly, we plan to distribute 
the new Directory as a “2012 ver-
sion" at our annual meet-
ing next spring.    The revised tim-
ing will also allow us to benefit 
from substantially reduced postage 
expense if we distribute directly to 
as many members as possible at the 
picnic.  

Thank you for your continued sup-
port.  Feel free to contact Noah 
Riley if there are any questions or 
concer 

Finance:   The Bank Balance as of 
October 10, 2011 is $ 5,738.55.  
Our projected budget shows ex-
penses to the end of our fiscal year 
to be $ 711.33 and incoming dues 
and inflows to be $ 2,830.62.   
This will leave us with a projected 
bank balance, at the end of the fis-
cal year to be $ 5,279.29. 

Total directory income was           
$ 1,950.00 and directory publish-
ing cost was $ 1,514.03, leaving 
adequate expense plus to mail 
those whom we could not hand 
deliver. 

Fishery: Star Lake is on a 3-year 
lake survey rotation schedule.  Star 
Lake is included in lake class 22 of 
the MN DNR lake classification 
scheme.  The 3-year survey rota-
tion for Star Lake applicable to 
2009, 2010, 2011 lists the follow-
ing:   

 Northern pike growth rate 
estimates approximate mean 
northern pike growth rates for 
class 22 lakes. 

 The quality of the bluegill pop-
ulation is being maintained.  

The mean length of bluegill in 
spring trap nets increased from 
7.4 to 7.9 inches.  Growth rate 
estimates are much faster than 
mean bluegill growth rates for 
class 22 lakes 

 Walleye gill net numbers are 
normal.  The 2006 year class is 
strong.  Growth rates are equiv-
alent to mean growth rates for 
class 22 lakes. 

 
The next 3-year survey begins in 
2012. 

Lake Preservation & Protection:    
With all the rain and high water this 
summer, there has been an impact 
on the shoreline.  We continue to 
monitor the site of erosion on the 
east of the lake.   

Membership:   Current membership 
rolls show 183 members, up from 
169 at this time last year.    If you 
know someone that would like to be 
a member please invite them to join.   
Its Easy!!   You can go to the website 
www.starlakeassociation.com, or 
ask a board member for a registra-
tion form.    We would love to have 
all property owners take part in our 
association. 

Wather Safety:   We are looking 
for a volunteer to place buoys 
around Bald Island.  Please contact 
Duane Salberg if you’re interested.   

 

 

 

http://www.starlakeassociation.com/


goodness, we are now back down to 
2" BELOW Ordinary High Water 
level (OHW), with our dry 
Fall.  My last Secchi reading yester-
day, 10/11,  in the main bay, WAS 
2 feet better (13 feet) than just a 
couple of weeks before, so that was 
encouraging.  Any of you lakeshore 
owners who took charge this sum-
mer and stabilized your shore with 
rip rap or other methods, really 
helped in this effort. 

 On the Aquatic Invasive Species 
(AIS) front, be sure to check your 
lifts and docks after you pull them 
this fall, to see if you have any suspi-
cious creatures clinging to them 
(like, AACCKK, zebra mus-
sels!).   Pull one off and call Nathan 
Olson at the DNR in Fergus (218-
739-7576 Ext. 259), and arrange to 
bring the bugger in to him to ID 
it.  You all may have heard that Rose 
Lake got a zebra mussel infestation 
from a boat lift someone had bought 
off Lake Lizzie (known to be infest-
ed), an plopped into Rose.  That 
person might be in big trouble.  The 
DNR stepped up big time, by hitting 
the small area affected with copper 
sulfate.  Divers checked around the 
area and didn't see any z.m.'s away 
from that area, so the hope is that 
they nipped it in the bud.  I'm re-
membering that it cost $14,000 for 
the 3 treatments required.  There's a 
GREAT reason to look carefully for 
the culprits, so the DNR can help 
catch it early on any other lakes, but 
I worry about our Treasury balance 
being able to cover such an event, 
especially after the costs we incurred 
this year to get the Ditch 25 plan 
done right. 

 The SLPOA Board approved the 
purchase of 2 lake weed identifica-
tion books; Tim Lindgren has one, 

Water Quality:    Haven't high 

water levels in our lakes this summer 
been our bugaboo?  Well, now it feels 
like that bug has bit us, and I'm feel-
ing the sting as I look at our water 
quality results at the end of the 
year.  Good grief, between our hun-
dreds of feet of additional sloughing 
bluffs on the East shore of the big bay, 
and all the sediment (think 
"phosphorus") washed into the lake 
there and other places, and our 
steamy September temps and sunny 
skies, we have had algae blooms going 
on all summer long!  Jim Ebert, at 
Eberts Resort on the NE corner of the 
lake, saw the thickest green scum he's 
probably ever seen on his shore the 
first week of October. 

 The data from RMB lab 
(www.rmbel.info) confirms the hit 
we took.  Our Total Phosphorus (TP) 
trend since we first started testing in 
'96 was "officially" improving just last 
September; now it's a flat "no trend," 
and that's going in the wrong direc-
tion.  Algae is getting worse, but not 
at a strong level of confidence (only 
90 %, and you like to see a trend at 
95% confidence that it is true), so 
that's going in the wrong direction, 
too.  Our prized Secchi disc readings 
of water clarity were strongly im-
proving (95% confidence that it was a 
true trend) just last Fall, and now are 
"weany" improving at only 90% con-
fidence; holy moly, that's the wrong 
direction, too!  My buddy, Moriya, at 
the Lab, reassured me that the heat, 
sun, and high water were the culprits, 
and that we need to watch our results 
closely next year to see if we can set-
tle out some of our extra TP back 
down to the bottom and keep it away 
from the dang algae!  Jim Ebert, our 
official reader of our water level at 
Frank's bridge, will likely have a re-
port in this newsletter that, thank 

and I have the other, so if any of our 
Weed Watchers want to borrow it to 
help as they scout their shore next 
year, just email me and I'll get it to 
you by June (starwood@arvig.net.). 

 That's all, folks; keep up the good 
work many of you are doing to main-
tain Star Lake as the gem it can 
be!  Carolyn Herron, Water Quality 
Committee Chair 

Committee Reports (cont’d) 
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Facts About Lake Improvement Districts 
A “LID” is a “special purpose” 

unit of local government 
established by the county 
board for implementation 
of defined lake manage-
ment projects and for the 
assessment of costs thereof. 

Boundaries typically consist of 
lands and waters within the 
direct drainage basin of the 
lake.  In the case of the 
Pine Lakes LID, the bound-
ary includes the direct 
property owners around 
the lakes. 

Eligible projects/purposes for a 
LID include studying the 
sources of, and solutions 
to, lake problems; preserv-
ing and improving water 
quality; implementing sedi-
mentation and siltation 
control; shoreline erosion 
control, aquatic nuisance 
control, improving fish and 
wildlife habitat, etc. 

Creation of a LID is typically 
initiated by a citizens group 
filing a petition/application 
with the county board re-
questing a Lake Improve-
ment District.  A public 
hearing is required and a 
referendum (vote) of af-
fected property owners is 
required.  Such election 
must be held in July or Au-
gust when most lake prop-
erty owners are typically 

“at the lake”.  (Note:  The 
referendum is open to all 
property owners of rec-
ord.  Out of state proper-
ty owners have a voice and 
a vote!)  

Board of Directors- The 
boards of directors of 
LIDs are elected by all 
property owners within 
the LID.  A majority of 
the directors must be per-
manent residents of the 
LID. 

Budget- A budget must be 
approved at each LID an-
nual meeting, including 
specific consideration of 
any project with a cost in 
excess of $5000. 

Revenues-  LIDs are frequent-
ly eligible for DNR, PCA 
and other agency grants to 
fund projects.  Beyond 
grant funding, to finance 
LID projects (as approved 
by LID property owners 
within the LID budget) 
the county board may as-
sess the costs  of projects 
upon benefited property 
within the LID, impose 
service charges on users of 
LID services, issue obliga-
tions a provided by state 
law, or levy ad volarem 
tax solely on the property 
within the LID. 

Reporting and Disclosure-  The 
LID board must annually 
prepare and file a complete 
report on its finances, pro-
jects, business transacted 
and future plans/intentions 
with the county board, 
DNR, township boards and 
Pollution Control Agency 
within four months of its 
Annual Meeting. 

S T A R  L A K E  P R O P E R T Y  



Star Lake Property Owners’ Association, Inc.  

P.O. Box 155, Dent, MN  56528  

 New Membership Information Form  

PLEASE PRINT  

Name(s): _______________________________________________________________ 

Mailing Address: ________________________________________________________ 

Town, State, Zip: ________________________________________________________ 

Star Lake Street Address (If Different)__________________________________________ 

Phone(s):  ______________________________________________________________ 

E Mail Address: _________________________________________________________ 

I/we certify the we  ____ ARE    ____ ARE NOT   Star Lake property owners. 

Dues:     $25 -Star Lake Property Owner: Individual, Family, Corporation, Partnership.  (Voting Membership) 

$21 -Associate Member:  Non-Property Owner supporting the objectives of     

             the Association.  (Non-voting Membership) 

I am interested in volunteering in Association activities as follows:  

___ 1.  I/we would be interested in working on the following Star Lake  

              Association project: 

                        ___ a.  Water Testing / Water Safety 

                        ___ b.  Adopt A Highway Clean-up 

                        ___ c.  Annual Picnic 

                        ___ d.  Membership Communications / Web Site 

                        ___ e.   Other ______________________________________________ 

___ 2A.  I am interested in running for a board of directors’ position. 

___ 2B.  Or, I would like to nominate the following member as a candidate for the board (Obtain Permission): 

Name/Address/Phone ________________________________________________________________________ 

___ 3.  I want to be a member, but prefer not to volunteer at this time.                                              

Ideas, Comments or Suggestions for the board of directors: 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Signature(s) _______________________________________________Date _________  

Please complete this form, include dues payable to the Star Lake Property Owners’ Association.   Mail to the 

above address or give it directly to any Star Lake Association 
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