
financial assistance & par-

ticipate in projects or 

enter into contracts with 

federal and state agencies 

for the study and treat-

ment of pollution and 

other water quality prob-

lems. 

So why do we want a LID 

now?    There are multiple 

reasons:  

1) The annual struggle to 

raise enough money to 

meet the SLPOA needs; 

about $4,000/yr. income 

from dues and donations, 

and about $4,000/yr. in 

standard expenses, 

2) The rising costs with 

Ditch 25 legal/

professional  expenses, 

water testing expenses, 

additional tests for Zebra 

Mussels, etc., 

3) The increased communi-

cation costs in an effort to 

keep membership in-

formed and educated of 

developing situations,  

Continued on Page 3... 

The Otter Tail County Com-

mission has scheduled a public 

vote on establishing a Star LID 

for July 5th, 2014.  In late 

October the SLPOA Board 

completed a direct mailing to 

all property owners of record 

of the proposed Star LID.  

The purpose of the mailing 

was to provide an objective 

update on the status of the 

Star LID, and some explana-

tion of voter eligibility for the 

referendum scheduled for 

7/5/2014.   

If you did not receive the di-

rect mailer you may obtain a 

copy from the SLPOA web-

site; 

www.starlakeassociation.com

, or contact any SLPOA board 

member.   

The SLPOA Board will be 

organizing a voter education 

campaign in preparation for 

the 2014 Star LID referen-

dum.   If you would like to 

help in these efforts please 

contact any SLPOA board 

member.   

Perhaps a good starting point 

in that campaign would be to 

review why the SLPOA Board 

of Directors is so adamant in 

its support of the Star LID. 

The stated purpose of the Star 

LID nearly mirrors that of the 

SLPOA, and that is: 

 To maintain/improve 

water quality and to pro-

tect/enhance the fishery 

and wildlife habitat of 

Star Lake. 

 To manage/respond to 

water level related issues 

of Star Lake. 

 To educate Star Lake 

property owners & others 

on water quality issues, 

and lake related environ-

mental issues. 

 To address other lake 

environmental issues that 

may arise with in the dis-

trict, including prevent-

ing Aquatic Invasive Spe-

cies (AIS) from entering 

Star Lake, and/or treat-

ing to remove/control 

them, as allowed by the 

MN DNR. 

 To enable the receipt of 
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Ditch 25 Update 
In a discussion held on Octo-
ber 24, 2013, Otter Tail 
County Ditch Supervisor Kev-
in Fellbaum outlined the cur-
rent status of Ditch 25. 

1) All  action by the county 
involving Ditch 25 is “On 
Hold.”  

2) During this delay an inde-
pendent engineer is re-
viewing the condition of 
Ditch 25 as it applies to 
the need for any improve-
ments or repairs. 

3) During this delay the 
county will review the 
observations of the “Ditch 
Viewers” regarding Ditch 
25 and Ditch 23.  Kevin 
pointed out that the deci-
sion to re-determine 
Ditch 23 is also “On 
Hold.” 

4) Kevin said that at this time 
there are no meetings 
scheduled for late fall in-
volving Ditch 25 or Ditch 
23. 

Currently the construction of 
the LMKP LID outlet and it’s 
use of Ditch 25 is delayed, 
even though the Judge’s deci-
sion in the McDonald Lake 
appeal gives the “Go Ahead” to 
the construction of the outlet. 

The discovery of Zebra Mus-
sels in the LMKP LID waters 
in Late Fall of 2012 has influ-
enced the direction of the 
LMKP LID on how to pro-
ceed. 

During Late October 2013 
discussions held with DNR 
Staff regarding LMKP LID 
waters it was stated that: 

 Additional testing for Zeb-

ra Mussels during the Sum-
mer of 2013 came out neg-
ative. 

 More testing of LMKP LID 
waters will take place—
dates not known. 

Jim Ebert 

S T A R  L A K E  P R O P E R T Y  A S S O C I A T I O N  N E W S  

LOOKING FOR SLPOA BOARD MEMBERS!!! 

There will be an election of 
officers at the annual meeting 
in June. We are looking for 
volunteers who are interested 
in serving  on the Board of 
Directors.  There are three 
positions up for election.  
The terms are 3y and it in-
cludes serving on one of the 
committees.  Don’t be afraid 
of the time commitment.  It 
is generally one 2h meeting 
every month for 9 months of 
the year and a few hours par-
ticipating as a member of one 
of the committees.   

The last few years the search 
committee has struggled to 
find members to volunteer for 
these positions—if you are 
passionate about Protecting 
and Enhancing the Fishery and 
Improving the Water Quality 

of Star Lake consider serving 
on the board.   

If interested contact Tim Lind-
gren at :timothy.lindgren@gd-
ais.com or 320-296-9309! 

ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP 

MEETING NOTICE: 

Saturday, June 14, 10am 

(registration starts at 9am) 

at the Dent Elementary 

School.  Donuts and coffee 

will be served . We will 

send out an agenda when 

we get closer to the meet-

ing date. Come to  learn 

and express your         

opinions! 
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4) The need to establish a con-

tingency fund to meet poten-

tial new threats to the quality 

of life on Star Lake, 

5) And importantly, the need to 

have these expenses shared 

across all benefitting property 

owners in an equitable man-

ner.  There are approximate-

ly 350 dues paying members 

of the SLPOA, and there are 

approximately 658 affected 

property owners with an in-

terest in 458 properties 

around the lake.  (Property 

owner data provided by Ot-

ter Tail County.) 

A common denominator in all of 

the above is – money.   

Increased costs on existing budget 

items,  e.g. administration, water 

quality testing, etc., 

Incremental professional costs, 

e.g.  legal, engineering, AIS test-

ing, etc., 

So the question then is, how to 

secure funding that is timely, ade-

quate, and sustainable; and to do 

so in an equitable manner?  Your 

SLPOA Board believes the an-

swer is in the establishment of the 

Star LID. 

As communicated previously, the 

Star LID would be governed by 

its voting membership.  The 

Board of Directors and the annual 

budget must be approved at the 

annual meeting.  While the initial 

Board of Directors is appointed by 

the county board for a term of one 

year, all subsequent directors are 

elected by the voting membership.  

The Board of Directors recom-

mends a budget which is subject to 

debate, amendment, and approval 

by the voting membership at the 

annual meeting.  Once the budget 

is approved it would be submitted 

to Otter Tail County for collection 

via the property tax system.   

The contingency fund would be 

determined by the above described 

budget process as well.  Therefore 

the annual contribution to the con-

tingency fund if any, and any cap 

on the amount of the contingency 

fund would also be debated and 

approved by the voting member-

ship.  The Star LID budget would 

be totally controlled by its voting 

members. 

The real crux of the Star LID de-

bate seems to be all about who is 

going to pay.  The SLPOA Board 

believes strongly that all who bene-

fit, should contribute.  Rather than 

viewing funding for the Star LID as 

a “tax”, perhaps it is better viewed 

as an investment in the future of 

Star Lake.   The amount of LID tax 

(investment in your lake) would be 

linked to property value.  An ap-

proximate example of the tax 

amount on a parcel valued at 

$200,000 would be $65.00/yr. on a 

$25,000 annual levy, or $25.00/yr. 

on a $10,000 annual levy.  (This is 

an approximation based upon 2012 

tax rates.)  Again, the annual levy 

amount is determined exclusively by 

the voters at the annual LID meet-

ing. 

Unfortunately, there is no implied 

guarantee that a LID is going to pro-

tect Star Lake from all potential 

threats.  However, it is the firm be-

lief of the SLPOA Board of Directors 

that the establishment of the Star 

LID is a wise and prudent thing to 

do.  At the risk of over-stating this 

analogy, “the time to build the fire 

department, is before the fire not 

after.” 

We respectfully ask for your support 

of the Star Lake LID.  Mark your 

calendars now for July 5th, 2014, and 

look for more information in the 

months that come.   

Star Lake Property Owners Assoc.                                                                                                                       

Board of Directors 
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Committee Reports 
Star Lake Fishery 2013: 

In the standard lake survey report 

listing fish population assessments 

for July 16, 2012, the Minnesota 

DNR confirms the following in-

formation regarding the Star Lake 

Fishery. 

1) Northern Pike—Net catch 

was slightly higher than other 

lakes in our classification 

(class 22).  

2) Common Carp catch was 

low—historically it is low. 

3) Bullhead catch—normal 

4) Blue Gill—numbers are 

strong and consistent with 

previous years—growth rate 

is higher than similar lakes in 

our class. 

5) Black Crappie—numbers are 

consistent with previous years 

6) Yellow Perch—numbers 

netted continue to fluctu-

ate—similar to previous 

years. 

7) Walleye—the long term 

trend shows increasing test—

net  catch rates—the 2010 

year class is very strong. 

 

Message from the President: 

The recent snowfall has left an 

insulating layer of white covering 

the lake.  Although some ice fish-

ing houses were spotted already in 

early November, use common 

sense and make sure there is a safe 

amount of ice out there when 

transporting your ice house to 

your favorite spot. 

Our webmaster Aubrey Ebanks 

continues to make improvements  

to our website.  If you have not 

visited the site recently please 

give it a visit.  It is also a good 

source of Current News related 

to Star Lake. 

One of my interests is Star Lake 

History.  If you have photos, 

newspaper clips, stories, etc. 

about the history of the lake and 

would be willing to share please 

contact me.  My goal is to create 

an area on our website where we 

can share this information with 

all of the members.  How many 

of these Star Lake points of inter-

est would you be able to identify 

on a map?  Abraham's Star Lake 

Resort, American Hunting Club, 

Baker's Cottage, Bay View 

Lodge, Beverly Hills Resort, Boat 

House, Burfield's Sawmill, Camp 

Aquila, Camp Joy, Deer Trail 

Lodge, Dew Drop Inn, Ernie's, 

Frank's Lodge, Jaeger's Resort 

(Main Lake), Jaeger's Resort 

(West Arm), Kingswood/King 

Ann Resort, Lagoon Garden, 

Peach Resort, Peterson's Point, 

Quiram's Beach, Rocky's Resort, 

Spruce Lodge, Star Lake Resort, 

Star Point Resort, Stockstrom's 

Point, White Eagle Resort, Wick-

land's Resort. 
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Membership Report: Shooting 
for 200 Strong: 

Total paid memberships now total 
185 members, down slightly from 
195 in 2012.  We can’t thank you 
enough for your support and the 
many notes of support and encour-
agement that have accompanied 
your membership renewals .    

If you know someone that would 
like to be a member please invite 
them to join.   Its Easy!!   You can 
go to the website 
www.starlakeassociation.com, or 
ask a board member for a registra-
tion form.    We would love to have 
all property owners take part in our 
association 

From the Treasurer: 

Membership dues for the SLPOA 
are due and payable before June 14, 
2014, the date of the Annual Mem-
bership Meeting.  Renewal notices 
will be sent to members around May 
1.   Dues are $25 for property own-
ers (voting members) and $20 for 
Associate Members (non-voting for 
others who support the objectives of 
the SLPOA).  It is very helpful if 

Adopt-a-Highway:  The "Clean-

up the Ditch" committee  will 
again this spring be cleaning 
the ditches along highway 41 
from the Galaxy to the Camp 
Joy Road on May 12th 2014. 
This is a Monday and we will be 
meeting at the Galaxy at  6:30 to 
hand  out trash bags and get 
started. It normally takes a cou-
ple hours and then we meet 
back at the Galaxy to compare 
what we all found!   

Come help and enjoy in on the 
fun and help the environment a 
little. 

If you have questions, please 
contact  

Noah Riley @ 701-238-9622. 
 
See you all there! 

 

Water Safety:   Another season on 

Star Lake has come to an end.  We 
hope that everyone had a safe and 
enjoyable summer. 

Some of the people that helped with 
our safety on Star Lake are those who 
have placed buoys on the lake. We on 
the board want to thank them.  When 
you see them, please thank them, 
also.  

They are Noah Riley, Lee Min-
demann, Tom McKinnon, Mike An-
derson, Robbie Reimer and Roger 
Johnson. 

If you would like to help with the 
buoys in the future, please contact 
me or any other board member. 

Have a safe winter and look for-
ward to the summer of 2014! 

Duane Salberg 758-3501 

members pay their dues by mail PRI-
OR to the annual meeting.  

Finance:   The Bank Balance as of 
November 13, 2013 is $9956.04.  
Our expenses to date for the fiscal 
year 2013 are $4497.65 and inflows 
to date are $6863.38.  Lake Protec-
tion Fund donations for 2013 add up 
to 1670.05, we would like to 
THANK YOU for your generous 
contributions to this fund. 

 

Communication:   We still have 

some copies of the 2012 Star Lake 
Property Owners Association Mem-
ber Directory.  If you are a paid 
member who has not received a di-
rectory you can contact anyone on 
the board and we will be happy to get 
you a copy. 

Star Lake Garage Sale:   There 

has been some interest in organizing 
a  Star Lake Garage Sale sometime in 
the spring. If you are interested in 

participating email Tim Lindgren 
at: timothy.lindgren@gd-ais.com 
and indicate weekends in May or 
early June that you think would 
work.  Stay tuned for further info. 

Committee Reports  
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