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Call to Order: President Noah Riley welcomed everyone and called the meeting to order at 10:01 am. 

people registered today. 

Noah Riley introduced all of the board members: Mary DuCharme, Mike Hagen, Glen Shaw, Barb Eckert 

(Secretary), Gary Grossweiler (Treasurer), Mike Hagen, Ruth Kapaun (2nd Vice President), and Jim Ebert 

(1st Vice President). 

Expiring terms this year Mary DuCharme, Glen Shaw and Barb Eckert. 

Approval of Minutes: A motion to approve the minutes was made by Dave Kaser that the draft minutes 

for the Saturday, June 16, 2007 Annual Membership Meeting. Carolyn Herron 2nd the motion. The 

motion carried. 

Auditor’s Report: Stu Peterson and Gene Hagstrom completed the audit of the books. Stu Peterson 

confirmed that the books are in order. A motion was made by Glen Shaw to accept the Audit report with 

a 2nd by John Richards. The motion carried. 

Treasurer’s Report: Gary Grossweiler gave a synopsis of the income and expenses of the SLPOA treasury. 

177 Members are currently registered. A motion to accept the treasures report was made by Stu 

Peterson and 2nd by Duane Salberg. Motion Carried. 

President’s Report: Noah Riley stated that the Boards goal is for betterment of the lake, good 

communication, membership drives. We need to promote for new members. Noah urged the current 

members to help sign up their neighbors and friends. 

Nominating Committee: Stu Peterson, Aubrey Ebanks, Dick York and John Richards are on the 

committee. Stu Peterson gave a recap of how the committee gets candidates. He also gave the 

introduction and biographies of the new candidates. Harvey McMahon, Areltte Preston and Barb 

Eckert(incumbent). 

Election of Directors: Stu Peterson put the three candidates in nomination and moved for a unanimous 

motion. A motion was made to elect the three nominees to the board. Dave Kaser with a 2nd by 

Margaret Nielsen. All Three candidates were elected to the board. Welcome to all and we thank you for 

donating your time. 

Committee Reports: 



Adopt a Highway: On the 20th of May we picked the ditch thanks to Brenda Ebanks, Barb and Rich 

Greenland for your help!!! 

Communication: Barb Eckert gave a report on the Directory, the Newsletter and the Access on 108. 

Fisheries: Jim Ebert had a written report. He also stated that 57% of the sunfish measured 7 inches. The 

median for a Walleye is 14.9” or 1.3 lbs. The area fishery recommends that we promote selective 

harvest in order to preserve our great fisheries. 2.8 Million Fry were placed in May 2008. 2009 will be 

the fishery survey and in 2010 we will have a report on that survey. 

PLEASE PROMOTE SELECTIVE HARVEST 

Lakes Preservation and Protection: The Lake Preservation and Protection report was given by Glen 

Shaw. He referred to the minutes of the 2007 SLPOA annual meeting which contained a motion 

regarding a pilot project of the Minnesota Department of Natural Resources. This pilot project has been 

reviewed. It began in 2004 and continued through 2007 with the five counties of Atkin, Cass, Crow Wing, 

Hubbard and Itasca. The purpose of the pilot project was to create Alternative Shore land Standards 

which was accomplished. The volume of material is extensive and addresses issues of shore land 

development and use, like sewage treatment, storm water management, minimum lot size and water 

frontage, building and septic system setbacks, building heights, subdivisions and alterations of land and 

vegetation close to the shore. 

The pilot project published eight fact sheets of Alternative Standards and eighteen news releases that 

gave updates of their work on the Shore land Standards. In 2006 they published an “Assessment and 

Rationale for the Alternative Standards” and a “Sample Ordinance for Conservation Subdivision”. In 

2007 they issued a comparison document between current rules and ordinances and the new revisions. 

All of this material can be viewed on the DNR web site which can be access through our SLPOA web site. 

The bottom line is that several counties have adopted Alternative Standards including Ottertail County 

which can be viewed on their web site which can also be accessed through our web site. The Alternative 

Standards adopted by OTC are not as extensive as those of the pilot project; however they are in the 

process of the classification of 203 lakes of 150 acres or less to Natural Environment. 

There are on going things we can all do to protect and preserve our lake, such as not using phosphorus 

fertilizers and forming buffer strips of natural vegetation of twenty feet or more along our shorelines. 

He reminded the members that we had made a proposal to change Star Lake from General 

Development to Natural Environment which failed by eight votes of the two-thirds majority the Board 

had established as needed before engaging in the process. He also reminded the members that the 

Board had worked through that proposal in a long process and that every motion made by the Board in 

that regard with unanimous votes. 

Therefore, the option that remains available tot the membership regarding Lake Protection and 

Preservation is to form a Lake Improvement District (LID). Glen Shared his opinion that it is not a matter 

of “if” some type of problem or threat, such as Eurasian Milfoil, will be forthcoming to Star Lake buy 



“when”. He recommended that the Board come to next year’s annual meeting with a proposal and /or 

recommendation to the membership regarding the formation of a LID. 

Water Safety: Duane Salberg reported that all of the buoys have been placed. 

He also wanted to give of big THANKS to all of you who have helped put out the buoys, Pete Pederson, 

Sam Jones, Gary Sheldon, John Richards, Jim Ebert and his daughter. 

Guest Speaker: Carolyn Herron from COLA (Coalition Of Lakes Association). COLA is a funnel for 

gathering lake information, R& B lab does the analysis and has created the website that is available with 

all of the information that they gather. 

Carolyn coordinates the water testing of about 60 lakes in the county. Once a month for 5 months in the 

summer Ruth Kapaun collects the water samples and gets them to R & B Labs for testing. A water 

sample is used for testing the Algae and Phosphorus. Secci Disc reading measures the clarity of the lake. 

Carolyn had several handouts that provided some great information regarding Star Lakes clarity and 

nutrient richness. We are currently in a great Mesotrophic range! 

The trend analysis is great for clarity in the lake, we are becoming clearer. We are 95% sure that we will 

continue to become a clearer lake. 

For more information go to www.RMBEL.info click on lakes data base and this will give you all of the 

testing information for our lake and many other lakes in the County. 

Long term trends also say that our Phosphorus level has been decreasing and is improving our water 

quality. 

Lateral Area means less than15 feet deep. Star has 59% of the lake less than 15 feet deep. 

The weeds primarily come from boats that are put in the lake. One way to prevent these weeds from 

invading is to let your boat dry out for 5 days before placing it in a new lake. 

Curly Leaf Pond Weed and Eurasian Milfoil are the two main concerns for our lake. Curly Leaf Pond 

Weed is in some area lakes. They can not be eradicated! They can only be Spot killed and/or harvested, 

but it is a concern that harvesting proliferates the weed. It can cost tens of thousands of dollars to 

maintain these weeds. 

We need to all be vigilant for these weeds. If we can get them early we can spot kill it. 

Carolyn is asking for volunteers to help with weed spotters. 

Curly leaf pond weed is one of the 1st weeds to come up in the season and then it dyes by July. This 

produces dead weeds that clog up the lake as well as producing an abundance of phosphorus. 

Meetings are held every 4th Saturday of the month in Ottertail City. Regarding these weeds. 



Someone asked about the abundance of Snails in the lake. Carolyn said that she knows that they are 

part of the cycle for swimmers itch. 

160 lakes have the Eurasian milfoil in them currently. We must be proactive in these situations and not 

retroactive. 

Carolyn pointed out all of the areas we test. She asked for volunteers to do the testing for the West Arm, 

the South Bay and by the island. 

Thank you Carolyn for all of the great information you provided all of us. 

Glen Shaw stated that he contacted the DNR regarding a high pressure wash over at the 108 access, to 

help keep invasive species out of the lake, The DNR is not interested. We can consider it on our own. 

General Membership Questions and Discussion: Time was provided for questions from the membership. 

Doug Hove asked about the bogs. What can be done? Can the board get more information regarding 

removal and/or what we are allowed to do? 

Brent Fox asked about raising the dues. A discussion was held regarding a special fund for donations, 

which will be available to help with problems that may arise in the future with the lake. 

Can we email the directory? Not at this time. But we will pursue it. Can we put it on the website? The 

Board has concerns regarding privacy. 

Dick York spoke regarding the fishing regulations on Star Lake and in MN. Star Lake has one special 

restriction - the Sun Fish possession limit of 10 He reminded us that the state of MN has a limit of one 

20” walleye per person per day. 

Don Herron made a motion to authorize the board to raise the dues up to an additional $10 dollars as 

they see fit (This would be over and above the current 2009 $ 25.00 fees) with a 2nd by Brent Fox. The 

motion carried. 

Outgoing Director Recognition: On behalf the board of directors and the membership Noah Riley 

recognized Glen Shaw and Mary DuCharme for their time of service as board members. Thank you for 

the many hours you have all contributed!! 

Adjournment: A motion to adjourn the business meeting was made by Stu Peterson with a 2nd by Don 

Herron, the Motion carried. The annual membership meeting adjourned at 11:29 pm. A broasted 

chicken dinner catered by the Galaxy Restaurant was enjoyed by members and guests. 

We would like to extend a big Thank You to Charlie Kirkenwitz setting up and the use of your sound 

system!! 

Respectfully submitted, 

Barb DeVillers-Eckert 


