
that just might work?   

What if...when I went out 
to grab a water sample for 
our monthly test for Phos-
phorus, I sent a note out on 
the website so others could 
see what goes on with that 
and learn how to do it, too?  
I'm going to vote myself as 
the “do-it” person for this 
one. 

What if...when a Weed 
Watcher went out to look  

(See President’s Letter 
on Page 7) 

As we close out the sum-
mer of 2014, put all of our 
lake toys and patio furniture 
into hibernation, and ready 
our lake homes for the long 
cold winter, it's kind of fun 
to start imagining what next 
summer at the lake might 
be like.  Hmmm...I can see 
it all now, through the hazy 
mist laying on the surface of 
the water... 

What if...there could be 
fun activities that many 
from all our shores and bays 

would want to join in on??  
We've done a July 4th boat 
parade, but wouldn't a kay-
ak parade be cool; have to 
pick a calm day in advance, 
to be sure!  What if...we 
did a lake-wide garage sale 
weekend?   

What if...we had a picnic 
for all (Pot luck?  Good-
price food fee and grill mas-
ters at work?  Pay a local 
restaurant to cater it for 
us?)  I have a 2 acre mead-
ow with great lake views 

President's Letter to all Admirers of Star Lake 
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to solicit feedback from 
“all” Star Lake property 
owners as to what they feel 
is important for the SLPOA 
to focus on in the future. 

Director Dick Fultz moder-
ated the discussion for ap-
proximately 90 minutes.   
Numerous ideas were 
shared during the meeting 
along with feedback re-
ceived via 3 x 5 cards from 
those who preferred not to 
speak, but wanted to share 
their thoughts.   A com-
plete recap of these notes 
and comment card respons-

On 8/16/14 the Star Lake 
Property Owners’ Associa-
tion (SLPOA) hosted an 
open forum for all Star 
Lake property owners.  
Approximately 50 people 
attended.  While no official 
count was conducted – it 
appeared about evenly split 
between SLPOA members 
and non-members. 

President, Carolyn Herron, 
welcomed those in attend-
ance and explained that this 
was not an official SLPOA 
meeting, but rather the 
purpose of the meeting was 

SLPOA “Open Forum” Meeting By Dennis Cornelius   
es can be reviewed on the 
SLPOA web site. 

It is the intent of the 
SLPOA Board to discuss/
consider each of these, and 
to incorporate those they 
feel are appropriate to the 
mission of the SLPOA.  The 
SLPOA Board thanks all 
whom attended the forum 
for their input, and wel-
comes any additional com-
ments through our web site 
or directly with one of the 
board members. 
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Membership By Bob Syverson  

S T A R  L A K E  P R O P E R T Y  O W N E R S ’  A S S O C I A T I O N  

In the “Open Forum” meeting this past August, and in SLPOA Board meetings since the LID Referendum 
decision in early July, much has been said about the importance of rejuvenating membership in the SLPOA.    

As we talk about membership here are some important data points to remember: 

1. There are approximately 635 individuals who have an ownership interest in the approximately 472 par-
cels of land bordering Star Lake.   

2. The official 2014 SLPOA membership stands at 191 paid memberships.   
3. A SLPOA membership may have multiple individuals linked to it, just as a parcel of land may have mul-

tiple individuals linked to it.  It is estimated that the 191 SLPOA memberships represent approximately 
324 individuals, or about half of the total ownership on the lake.   

4. The SLPOA is a private organization with no paid staff.  There are nine Directors that serve on the 
Board of Directors for alternating three year terms.  Additionally, there are approximately 30 active 
volunteers, (weed watchers, water samplers, buoy placement, etc.). 

5. The Board meets monthly; usually from April thru Oct, with some communications on-going during 
the off-season. 

6. There are two types of SLPOA Membership: 
a. A Voting Membership is limited to owners of a parcel of land having shoreline on Star Lake, 

who have paid their annual SLPOA dues of $25.00. 
b. An Associate Membership are those individuals sharing an interest in the affairs of Star Lake, but 

may not necessarily own land on the lake, and who have paid their annual SLPOA dues of 
$20.00. 

There will be three openings on the Board of Directors at the next annual meeting scheduled for June 13, 
2015.  The terms of three current directors will expire then and all have indicated that they will be stepping 
down.   

The Board of Directors is the leadership and business end of the organization, and it is important that we 
have dedicated and passionate people willing to serve in this way.  Please give careful and deliberate thought 
to serving your lake community in this way.  If you have questions or thoughts on this, please contact any of 
the current Directors. 

The SLPOA Board respectfully requests all property owners on Star Lake consider becoming a member of 
the SLPOA.  The goals of the SLPOA benefit all property owners and the visiting public at large, and we 
would appreciate the support of all.   

Look for a special mailing in the spring providing the SLPOA Membership Information Form.  This form is 
also available on the SLPOA website starlakeassociation.com.  Please consider providing your email address 
to help us reduce mailing costs.  Email addresses will not be sold or shared to others, and will not appear in 
our directory without your written permission. 

ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING 

June 13,  2015 10 am (Registration 9 am) 

Dent Community Center 

http://www.starlakeassociation.com
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Star Lake was fortunate in 2014 to receive a very comprehensive Lake Assessment Report, prepared by the East Otter 
Tail Soil and Water Conservation District (EOSWCD) in Perham, and the RMB Lab in Detroit Lakes. They used data 
from our water samples, and Secchi Disc water clarity readings our volunteers collect every few weeks during the 
summer.  This complete report can be viewed/down loaded from the SLPOA website. 

EOSWCD was able to cover the cost of this report with a grant from the 2008 Clean Water Land & Legacy Funds, 
generated through sales tax revenues. 

This recap is a summary of the EOSWCD Lake Assessment Report.  The report uses 15+ years of water quality data 
indicating whether Star is improving, staying the same, or declining in quality. The study looks at land utilization sur-
rounding the lake to identify any possible sources of Phosphorus runoff that might get into the lake and degrade its 
water clarity. Additionally the report looks at future projected development, and makes recommendations about what 
steps we each can take at our shorelines to improve the water quality even further. 

Overall, our lake is considered to be in “good” condition (call it a “B”)!! The reasons are:  

1. Phosphorus levels (food for algae) and algae itself (chlorophyll a) are in a middle range, and staying steady, 
2. The clearness of the water, measured by the Secchi Disc, is very good, and is showing an improving trend,  
3. 89% of Star Lake’s “lakeshed” has a low phosphorus runoff potential (largely due to bordering forest, pasture, and 

wetlands), 
4. Analysis of inbound water from our primary inlet (Ditch 25) indicates acceptable levels of phosphorus, 
5. The assessment report clearly identifies our potential trouble spots regarding phosphorous runoff thereby allow-

ing us to monitor and address as needed. 

So overall, a good grade but certainly some room for improvement.  The low hanging fruit is what we can do as prop-
erty owners right now to help maintain/improve our water quality.  It’s all about: 

 Keeping bare dirt, with all that comes with it, from washing into the lake, 

 Eliminating/reducing the use of lawn chemicals in the runoff area of our lots, 

 Making sure our own septic system (and those of our neighbors) are in compliance. 

See SLPOA Member Janet Moore’s article on Shoreline Restoration for more specific information on this topic, and 
please visit the website for more specific information on the Lake Assessment Report. 

This report will become part of our ongoing Lake Management Plan, and is a great tool for us to keep Star Lake the 
fabulous resource we have right at our “beach steps”. 

Treasurer’s Report By Jim Ebert 

Lake Assessment Report By Carolyn Herron 

In 2014 our paid membership total reached 191. In 2015 with the newsletter being sent to all Star Lake property 
owners and the positive environment resulting from the Open Forum in August it's expected  our paid membership 
total will increase. 

The ending balance of cash on hand as of 10/1/14 was $10,257.24. There were no significant outstanding expenses at 
that time.  

The annual membership mailing will occur in the spring.  The mailing will include a membership form that we will 
ask you to complete thoroughly and return with your dues payment.  It is greatly appreciated if that is done prior to 
the annual meeting on June 13, 2015. The amount of dues remain unchanged. 

Thank you. Have a great fall. 
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Committee Reports 
Star Lake Water Levels  
By Jim Ebert 

In our Spring Newsletter refer-
ence was made to Star Lake fluc-
tuating a foot up or down in a 
summer. On May 5, 2014 the 
Star Lake water level was 
1329.04 ft. On Sept 16 our water 
level was 1330.14 ft. 

Using 1329.50 ft above sea-level 
as the "normal high water mark" 
property owners on Star Lake 
continue to "deal" with high wa-
ter levels which create concerns 
when year after year the water 
level is 7" to 12" above the nor-
mal high water mark. 

The years 2012 and 2013 gave us 
a brief period of relief with water 
levels below the normal high. 
Unfortunately over the last 10 
years those low levels were the 
exception. 

Hopefully, from late September 
to "freeze-up" in 2014 our 
weather will be dry enough for 
the Star Lake water level to drop 
significantly. 

Water Safety  
By Duane Salberg 

Another summer at Star Lake is 
in the books.  Thanks to a num-
ber of people, we had a safe sum-
mer on the lake. 

Those who helped make this 
summer safe for us need your 
thanks for putting out the buoys 
on the lake.  They are Lee Min-
demann and Tom McKinnon 
(Peterson Point), Noah and Tyler 
Riley (41 Bridge and Bald Island), 

Mike Anderson (108 access), 
Robbie Riemer (sandbar south of 
108 access), and Roger Johnson 
(sand bar off West Rosewood). 

A number of these members have 
been doing this for years.  They 
need help and being involved 
with the buoys is a great way to 
get involved in the association.  
Yes, it takes a little time, but it 
should not be up to a few to keep 
this going. 

Membership in the association is 
about 324, so there should be 
others that could help.  Contact 
any of the board members, or 
myself, and we will be able to let 
you know what you could help 
with. 

Water Quality Report  
By Carolyn Herron  

We have just finished our 17th 
year of sampling our lake water 
through the Otter Tail Coalition 
of Lake Associations (COLA) and 
RMB Labs in Detroit Lakes!  We 
had some better than average early 
levels of Total Phosphorus (TP) 
(think “lunch” for the algae), and 
algae itself (green from the Chlo-
rophyll a in it) and the resultant 
water clarity reading with the 
white Secchi Disc in May & June.  
This is pretty typical for us, but 
especially this year, when we 

started out in May with our wa-
ter levels about 5 inches below 
the Ordinary High Water 
(OHW) level, as you can read 
about in Jim Ebert’s article.   

But, yikes!  Then the rain 
came…and came….and…we all 
remember too well.  By Sept., 
we stood at 7 5/8 inches above 
OHW!!  As we’ve talked about 
before, this means the dirt and 
runoff from our shorelines and 
through our inlets came…and 
came…and…Dang, this lake 
really hates high water!  I got my 
worst Secchi reading ever at 6 
feet late in the summer (vs. our 
average of 15 feet!).  Good thing 
that one other thing this lake 
does well is “settle” itself back 
down - so after 2 weeks, we 
were back to 12 feet of clarity.  
Additionally the many days we 
had with high winds, also stirred 
up the sediments and distributes 
them around the lake. 

After all of this drama, adding in 
this summer’s data with all the 
other years of data in the “trend 
analyses,” keeps our TP and algae 
levels steady at “no trend” nei-
ther up nor down, and our Sec-
chi readings still on an officially 
improving trend.  Whew!  

Check www.rmbel.info  if you’d 
like to take a look at all of these 
tidbits of information that come 
from that lab analyzing our water 
samples.  Go to the “Lakes Pro-
gram” in the top menu bar, then 
click on “Lakes Monitoring Data-
base,” and you’ll get to choices 
about County, lake, site 201, and 

S T A R  L A K E  P R O P E R T Y  O W N E R S ’  A S S O C I A T I O N  

http://www.rmbel.info
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what parameters you want.  Choose 
start and end dates from ’96 to the 
present (9/2014) if you want to 
look at trend analyses.  

Also, look over the Lake Assessment 
Report on our website for additional 
information about the quality of Star 
Lake and the surrounding  lakeshed. 

We also had good news regarding 
upstream water from Ditch 25 com-
ing into Star Lake via Round Lake.  
The amount of Phosphorus was 
about what would be expected from 
streams, and the wetlands between 
Round Lake and Star Lake actually 
clean out some of the TP before it 
enters Star.   

Further good news is the septics 
around Round Lake have been ex-
amined by the County, and 7 prop-
erties were deemed “out of compli-
ance”.  Those property owners have 
been given 10 months to get them 
repaired/updated.  This should 
mean an improvement in the quality 
of the water in that lake!  It should 
be noted here that this is why it is 
important for Otter Tail County to 
have an on-going inspection pro-
gram for septic systems – things 
break, usage patterns change, etc..  
Properly operating septic systems 
are critical for maintaining  good 
water quality on all our waterways. 

We all need to remember the two 
best things that a property owner 
can do to insure the continuing qual-
ity of our water is to keep a spiffy 
biffy, and to properly control the 
water runoff into the lake.   

Read more about proper shoreline 
management techniques in the arti-
cle by SLPOA member Janet 
Moore, and by visiting our website. 

Aquatic Invasive Species (AIS) 
By Lee Mindemann 

Many of us have collectively been 
holding our breath over the past few 
weeks as docks and lifts have come 
out of the water. To our great relief 
we have had no reports to date of any 
AIS being detected on any of that 
equipment. This is truly good news 
for Star Lake. 

However, the AIS threat remains real, 
and it remains close-by. The photo 
below shows the early impact of Zeb-
ra Mussels at nearby Lake Lida.  It is a 
problem that does not appear to be 
going away. 

Remember these things in the spring 
when putting docks, lifts, boats, etc. 
back into the water for the 2015 lake 
season: 

 Use a Certified Lake Service Pro-
vider.   

 If doing it yourself or with fami-
ly/friends; make sure you know 
where those waders were last in 
the water,  

 If buying a used dock, lift, boat, 
etc. also make sure you know 
where they were last in the water. 

 Cold dry winter weather will kill 
zebra mussels, but they’ll survive 
nicely in the water. Let’s be sure 
not to transport any into Star 
Lake. 

Have a good winter! 

Ditch 25/23 Update  
By Jim Ebert 

Ditch 25 (Water flowing from Little 
McDonald/Paul Lakes to Star Lake): 

As of 09/24/14 no meetings or 
hearings are scheduled regarding 
Ditch 25. The County has notified 
those property owners who will pay 
outlet fees and maintenance fees 
applicable to Ditch 25. 

Nothing is currently being discussed 
with "Downstream Lakes" regarding 
future Ditch 25 meetings, DNR Pol-
icy regarding AIS, or finalization of a 
management plan if Ditch 25 is com-
pleted. The project is currently “on 
hold” as Little McDonald and Paul 
Lakes have been designated as infest-
ed with Zebra Mussels. 

Ditch 23 (Water flowing from Star 
into Dead Lake): 

The future of Ditch 23 is dependent 
on the ditch viewers whose observa-
tions will ultimately result in a pub-
lic hearing -- possibly in December 
2014. This ditch repair is essentially 
the reinstallation of a single 15” cul-
vert under Beaver Dam Road in the 
vicinity of 380th Street. 

A county review process is also un-
derway regarding Ditch 28 which 
drains water from Peterson Lake 
into Dead Lake. This has no direct 
impact on Star Lake.    

Star Lake Fishery  
By Jim Ebert 

Star Lake was stocked with 2.8 mil-
lion walleye fry in late Spring 2014. 
Jim Wolters, the area Fisheries Su-
pervisor (DNR) was the speaker at 
the SLPOA annual meeting. His 
presentation included information 
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Committee Reports (cont’d) 

and discussion of the 10 fish limit 
for sunfish on Star Lake. Our 
SLPOA members voted ‘Yes’ to 
maintaining that limit. The DNR 
in Fergus Falls also supports the 
10 fish limit for sunfish on Star 
Lake. Official notification by the 
DNR is pending. 

Adopt A Highway  
By Jody Shaw 

Who has been out walking on 
these beautiful Fall days?  Hope-
fully, you have, and sometimes 
maybe you carry a plastic bag 
along to pick up any trash along 
the way…. to keep your own 
neighborhood clean.  

Also out walking, have been the 
volunteers from the SLPOA.    

The SLPOA has volunteered for 
years to keep the busy stretch of 
Highway 41 from the Camp Joy 
Road to the Galaxy picked up.  
Volunteers went out an evening 
last May, and also Monday even-
ing the 13th of October.   We 
have found that “cleaning the 
ditches” Spring AND Fall makes 
the job easier (it is also kind of 
fun).   

Reasons to volunteer: 

1. Volunteers have made new 
acquaintances, or have  got-
ten to know their neighbors 
a little better. 

2. Certainly, a good walk with 
lots of bending is good for 
your exercise program. 

3. It feels great to contribute to 

a clean environment. 

We will post the anticipated date 
for “cleaning the ditches” on the 
SLPOA website.   The normal 
routine is to meet at the Galaxy 
parking lot to pick up trash bags 
and vests, but details and updates 
will be provided. Thanks! 

Website Report 
By Aubrey Ebanks 

We encourage you to visit the 
SLPOA website  It has a fresh 
new look and a responsive design 
for mobile devices. Note: the 
member login section of the website 
has been removed. 

Please share your lake photos. 

starlakeassociation.com 

S T A R  L A K E  P R O P E R T Y  O W N E R S ’  A S S O C I A T I O N  

My husband and I live in the twin cities and have been Star Lake property owners since 1992.  Over the 
years we have enjoyed and appreciated the clean water of Star Lake and it is our hope that it will always 
remain at this level of clarity and quality. 

I have been a commissioner on the Shingle Creek Watershed in the twin cities for several years.  The metro 
lakes are impaired with many pollutants caused largely by storm water runoff.  I have learned from this that 
how shoreline is developed and maintained directly affects the quality of the lake water.  This is something 
that we can control to protect our lake. 

As property owners on our beloved Star Lake, we sometimes may only think of own property as a small 
part of the total lake shoreline; and that what we may do on our own property and shoreline does not have 
much of an impact on the lake’s water quality, or the natural habitat the lake supports.  It’s important that 
all of us on the lake look at the big picture and realize the need to be good stewards of our land and shore-
line.  Collectively we can have a big impact on our water quality and fish population.  Maintaining a natural 
shoreline helps provide for a healthy fish population because it allows for a functioning ecosystem that pro-
vides food, cover, and spawning areas for the fish. 

Enclosed within this newsletter is a straight-forward one page document listing 10 things we can all do to 
make help protect this natural gem we call Star Lake.  Please take the time to read it, and work to incorpo-
rate as many of the practices detailed there as you can.  Collectively we can all make a difference! 

The MN DNR has also published a brochure, “Water’s Edge” that provides information on this matter.  
This brochure is posted on the SLPOA website and I am sure you will find it a worthwhile read. 

Shoreline Restoration  - by SLPOA Member Janet Moore 

http://www.starlakeassociation.com
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President’s Letter   (from page 1) 

for the nasties of the curly leaf pondweed and Eurasian 
water milfoil varieties, they sent a note out on the website 
so others could go out with them and look through the 
weed ID book to see what was growing down there?  
Wouldn't kids have fun with that?! 

What if...we could do a pontoon flotilla to all the inlets 
coming into the lake and take a phosphorus sample from 
them to see what kind of water we're getting from up-
stream? 

What if...folks volunteered to be Shore Ambassadors, to 
welcome new people in their neighborhood to the lake, 
answer questions about what's going on around the lake, 

point people to resources if they'd like to learn about the 
lake's fishery, water levels, algae blooms, etc? 

What if...the County would help us buy, so we could run, 
a camera at the accesses to remind launch users about care 
of their equipment as they launched to help keep AIS out? 

This all makes me see a connected, energized, and fun-
loving bunch of folks enjoying, and helping care for, their 
favorite lake!! 

But, we need YOU to help make any of these visions a 
reality, so pick your favorite (or set out a new one) talk it 
up, get something out on the website to let others know 
what you're thinking, and let's just see what the heck kind 
of fun we could have in 2015!  

 - Carolyn Herron, SLPOA President for 2015 



Star Lake Property Owners’ Association, Inc. 

P.O. Box  155 

Dent, MN  56528-0155 


