
Star Lake Neighbors,  

Happy Spring Greetings to 
You.  The 2014 lake season is 
rapidly approaching, and 
among other things this year 
will bring to conclusion wheth-
er to establish a LID for Star 
Lake.  Otter Tail County will 
hold a special election on  

July 5th, 2014 at the Star Lake 
Township Hall to allow eligible 
voters to make this determina-
tion.  Your Board of Directors 
remains staunch in support of 
this initiative and respectfully 
asks you to:  

Vote YES on July 5th.   

Since the last annual meeting 
on 6/8/13, the public hearing, 
and the petition drive; much 
has been said regarding the 
pros & cons of forming a Star 
LID.  The formation and oper-
ation of a LID is complicated 
and not easily distilled down 
to a newspaper opinion piece, 
or a 3-5 minute doorstep ap-
peal.  Your board has studied 
this extensively, we have dis-
cussed during the last two 
SLPOA Annual Meetings, and 
have sent out several informa-
tional mailings as well.   

The purpose of this update is 
to clarify and correct some 
information that has been cir-
culating regarding the pro-
posed Star LID.   

FIRST – The Objectives.  The 
Star LID objectives are essen-
tially the same as those of the 

SLPOA: To maintain/improve 
water quality, To protect/
enhance the fishery & wildlife 
habitat, To manage/respond 
to water level issues, To pre-
vent/respond to Aquatic Inva-
sive Species (AIS), 

To inform/educate the proper-
ty owners on Star Lake of all 
of the above to energize & 
engage them in those activi-
ties. 

The most significant differ-
ence between the SLPOA and 
the proposed LID is that the 
SLPOA is a voluntary mem-
bership organization depend-
ent upon private funding.  The 
Star LID would be an entity 
that includes all property own-
ers as members, and funding 
would be assessed across all 
property owners.  

SECOND – Who is in Control?   
The budget of the LID must 
be approved by a majority 
vote of the LID citizens who  
participate in the LID Annual 
meeting.  Projects, priorities 
and funding of the Star LID 
would be controlled exclusive-
ly by the property owners 
within the LID, not by the 
county or the state.  The LID 
budget,  Board of Directors, 
and any project in excess of 
$5,000 must be approved  by 
membership at a properly 
called LID meeting.  

THIRD – What is a LID?  How 
will it work?  A LID is a sub-set 
of the county government.  

When the LID property own-
ers approve the LID budget 
annually, it is then submitted 
to the county for approval, 
collection, and disbursement.  
Whatever budget amount the 
LID citizens approve, that 
amount is collected and dis-
bursed by the county to the 
LID.  The county does not 
keep any portion of that 
amount. The county cannot 
impose projects or taxation 
upon the LID.   The citizens of 
the LID set their priorities and 
their own budget.  The citi-
zens of the LID must approve 
the budget before it is submit-
ted to the county for admin-
istration. If the citizens of the 
LID decide no funding is 
needed, a zero budget may 
be approved and no LID relat-
ed taxes are collected by the 
county.  “This is the purest 
form of local control and self- 
determination at any level of 
government.” 

FOURTH – The Process.   
Some have expressed con-
cerns about the process by 
which Star LID was being 
formed.  Many were con-
cerned that there was no pro-
vision for a public vote.  The 
process to form a LID is de-
fined by Minnesota Statute 
and there is no provision in 
state law to hold an initial 
election to form a LID.   
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Ditch 25 Update 
On April 8th, 2014 the OTC 
Board of Commissioners met 
to discuss issues regarding 
Ditch 25. 

 The board discussed im-
provement vs. repair of the 
ditch. 

 Possible problems down-
stream regarding normal 
High Water resulting from 
culvert changes. 

 Review of Fee payment 
plan. 

 The need to work in con-
junction with DNR. 

No decisions were made at the 
above meeting. 

The OTC Board of Commis-
sioners have scheduled a pub-

lic hearing for May19th, 2014 
to discuss Ditch 25. 

As of April 20th Paul Lake, and 
Little McDonald Lake have 
their public access posted for 
an AIS Alert, which suggests 
that legally no LID waters can 
flow downstream until their 
water tests reflect No Infesta-
tion. 

As the SLPOA Board of Direc-
tors continue their involvement 
in the protection of 
“downstream” interests, which 
are threatened by Ditch 25 as 
the solution for High Water in 
LID lakes upstream our mem-
bership will receive updates on 
decisions coming from OTC 
Board of Commissioners. 

Jim Ebert 
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NOW TAKING       
APPLICATIONS FOR THE 
JUNE ANNUAL MEETING 

THREE BOARD      
DIRECTORS NEEDED  

 

If interested contact any 
of the board members 

listed on the cover page. 

 

 3 Year Term 

 Typically 8-9 monthly 
meetings 

 Participation on one 
of the committees 

The Star Lake Property 
Owners’ Association and 
its board of directors are 
dedicated to protecting 
and enhancing Star Lake 
for all who wish to enjoy 
its benefits now and for 
generations to come. 

ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP 
MEETING NOTICE: 

Saturday, June 14, 10am 
(registration starts at 9am) 

at the                                
Dent Elementary School 

Donuts and coffee            
will be served  

Guest speaker 

Jim Wolters 

Area Fisheries Supervisor 

“Reduced bag limit (10) 
for Sunfish” 

SLPOA 
BOARD 

MEMBERS 
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However, the process does include a 
provision for a referendum vote if 26%  
of the property owners petition for a 
referendum on the county’s decision to 
form a LID.  This is the basis of the 
upcoming July 5th special election.    

FIFTH – Is a LID really fair?  As noted 
in the election notice you received, the 
LID statute provides multiple methods 
of financing. It is important to note 
that, all of these methods will result in 
the funding being sourced equitably 
from all property owners within the 
LID.  When it comes to protecting and 
preserving the quality of life on the 
lake, we believe all of us should be in 
this together.  It should also be noted 
that as an additional source of in-
come, the stated intent of the LID is to 
leverage any and all grants that may 
be available – a process much more 
accessible with an established LID. 

SIXTH – How were the LID bounda-
ries determined?  The process for de-
fining the boundary of the LID was 
lengthy, complicated, and done in 
consultation with OTC officials.  Prop-
erties fronting on and benefiting from 
the lake where determined to be with-
in the LID boundaries.  Much thought 
went into defining the LID boundaries 
because once established, changes 
are nearly as complicated as forming 
the LID in the first place.   Agricultural 
land and up-stream watershed lands 
were omitted largely based on recom-
mendations from the county who pre-
ferred consistency among all OTC 
LIDs.  Agricultural land on the lake 
that ceases to be engaged in agricul-
tural production (i.e. developed) may 
at LID Board discretion become a part 
of the LID district.   

SEVENTH – The Insurance Issue.  
The proposed LID will obtain liability 
insurance coverage both for its board 
of directors and any projects as re-
quired.  This is financially prudent and 
similar to how the SLPOA works to-
day. The cost of liability insurance will 
be a part of the budget proposed for 
approval by the members of the LID.   

EIGHTH – Can a LID be terminated?  
The process to eliminate a LID is 
clearly spelled out in MN Statute.  In 
short, a majority petition by LID prop-
erty owners can terminate the LID.  If 
terminated, all liabilities and assets of 
the LID transfer to the county.  Per-
haps, an easier method is to put a LID 
into a dormant phase by simply not 
submitting a budget to the county for 
collection.  There is precedent for this 
in Otter Tail County.  In this later 
case, the LID remained as a legiti-
mate entity, and will be reactivated 
when the need arose.   

NINTH – Why a LID when Star Lake 
has no serious problems?  The in-
creasing threats to our quality of lake 
life – AIS, Water Levels, Pollution, 
etc. – are all around Star Lake.  The 
crux of this matter is about being pre-
pared for the future; similar to building 
and equipping the fire department be-
fore you have a fire.  The current fi-
nancial model of funding existing 
SLPOA programs, additional monitor-
ing  for zebra mussels and other AIS, 
responding to huge floating bogs set 
loose by high water and wind, new 
water level issues, and the potential of 
new threats, cannot be sustained with 
limited SLPOA membership dues and 
donations.  The SLPOA Board be-
lieves the LID proposal provides the 
fairest approach and accomplishes 
the organizational and financial infra-
structure needed.    

In the event of an AIS infestation, time 
will not be on our side.  This proposed 
LID is now in its third year of serious 
discussion.  Many pose the questions 
“Why fix it if it’s not broken?” “Why 
develop a plan for a problem that 
doesn’t exist??”  The Pine Lakes LID 
(Perham) has been battling Curly Leaf 
Pondweed for several years.  In fact 
the Pine Lakes LID was established 
for this purpose, and spends about 
$20,000 annually on the problem.  If 
this AIS comes to Star Lake the need 
to move quickly to stem its spread will 
be critical.  Waiting 2-3 years to gather 
the financial resources to combat it, 

will only result in giving the AIS a 
head start – many acres of Star Lake 
could be lost to this weed in that time. 

TENTH – What happens to the 
SLPOA?  If Star LID becomes a reali-
ty, it is anticipated the SLPOA and 
LID will co-exist for a while as the LID 
becomes operational.  LID funding will 
take some time and existing programs 
and committee activities will need to 
continue.  For example, water quality 
monitoring will need to continue, the 
buoys will need maintenance and 
placement, communications will need 
to continue, etc.   As these responsi-
bilities transition, the focus of the 
SLPOA will diminish, and ultimately 
the organization will no longer be 
needed.   The SLPOA board and 
membership will need to make that 
determination at the appropriate time.  

We believe the SLPOA has done a 
terrific job since its formation in 1981, 
working to protect and enhance the 
water quality, the fishery and wildlife 
habitat, the recreational value of the 
lake, and the quality of life on Star 
Lake.  We are truly blessed to have a 
near pristine lake with no known cur-
rent aquatic invasive species.  All of 
this, in large part due to the support of 
the SLPOA membership.  Our aim is 
to keep it that way.  Going forward we 
believe the threats are larger, coming 
at us faster, and require preparation 
now.  We believe we need to expand 
our capacity to meet those threats, 
and we need all property owners to be 
engaged in the process, participate in 
the effort, and fairly share the appro-
priate costs.     

We respectfully ask you to invest in 
the future of Star Lake by Voting YES 
for Star Lake on July 5th.        

Board of Directors Star Lake Property 
Owners Association    
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AIS INFORMATION 
WHAT’S  GOING ON WITH 
AQUATIC INVASIVE SPECIES? 

The good news is that Star Lake 
remains free of any Aquatic Inva-
sive Species (AIS) through the end 
of the 2013 season.  The bad news 
is that another three Otter Tail 
County lakes have been added to 
the infested waterways list.  This is 
according to Mark Ranweiler our 
new AIS Expert with the DNR in 
Fergus Falls.  Those lakes are 
North Lida, South Lida, and 
Venstrom lakes. 

Those lakes are not listed in the 
most recent publication of the 
“Department of Natural Resources 
(DNR), Designation of Infested 
Waters” dated 12/16/13.  It is un-
clear at this writing when this docu-
ment will be updated – hopefully 
soon.   

This document is the bible for cur-
rent AIS infestations and it is highly 
recommended that every property 
owner have one available at their 
lake residence.  Teach your family 
and visitors how to use it, as know-
ing where AIS is present, is a criti-
cal step in preventing the spread of 
AIS.   A copy is available on our 
website <starlakeassociation.com>, 
or at <dnr.state.mn.us/ invasives /
aquatic>.   

Property owners, if you or your 
visitors are bringing watercraft or 
related equipment from an infested 
waterway – please insure they are 
properly decontaminated.  A better 
idea, would be to not bring it in at 
all!  An inconvenience for sure, but 
a serious step for AIS prevention. 

Speaking of decontamination here 
are a few things to consider: 

1. To properly decontaminate for 
AIS the water must be 140 
degrees – which is 20 degrees 
more than what most residen-
tial hot water heaters are set 
at.  The point is – most boaters 
will have a hard time finding a 
water source that hot, unless it 
is an official DNR Decontami-
nation Station.  The only ac-
ceptable alternative is to dry 
the boat for 21 days. 

2. Some think we need a decon-
tamination station at the Star 
Lake public accesses.  Decon-
tamination stations are most 
effective at the point of depar-
ture from an infested lake; not 
at the point of entry of a clean 
lake.  Drying time is still recom-
mended.  It is for this reason, 
that all DNR Decontaminations 
stations are positioned at or 
near infested waterways. 

 
There have been a couple of news-
paper stories this spring regarding 
a product called “Zequanox”, which 
is based on a naturally occurring 
bacterium called “Pseudomonas 
fluorescens. This was developed 
by the New York Museum, and has 
proven to be very effective in killing 
Zebra & Quagga Mussels.  It was 
developed for use within pipelines 
or other confined spaces, but is 
quite expensive and requires multi-
ple applications - therefore not fea-
sible for open water applications.  
This according to Jeff Forester of 
MN Lakes & Rivers, and published 
in a Lakes Journal, April 2014 arti-
cle.  Bottom line, there is no scien-
tific solution yet available for the 
control or eradication of Zebra Mus-
sels; so AIS Prevention remains 
our best defense.  

FYI - Your SLPOA Board has 
scheduled Mr. Forrester 
(referenced above) to speak at 
their July 10th meeting and would 
welcome SLPOA member attend-
ance. It is recommended you check 
the website or speak with a board 
member for details before attending 
this meeting. 

“Think Zero”.  This is the 2014 AIS 
theme adopted by the MN DNR.  
The agency reported 2013 AIS vio-
lations dropped to 20% from 31% in 
2012.  This is the percent of boat-
ers given a citation for an AIS viola-
tion.  The decrease is welcome 
news, however “1 in 5” were still 
breaking the law last year.  The 
DNR reiterated that “The public is 
our first line of defense against 
AIS”.    

Dock & Lift Installations.    This has 
been discussed in previous news-
letters, but to be clear – it is MN 
State Law that all Lake Service 
Providers (LCP) “must” be AIS cer-
tified.  Three things to remember: 

1. If you are hiring a LCP to install 
your docks and lifts this spring 
please ask to see their certifica-
tion.   

2. If you are having anybody from 
another lake help you with your 
installation – please make sure 
to ask them where & when they 
last wore those waders. 

3. If you buy any used dock/lift 
components be sure to ask 
when & where those compo-
nents were last in the water. 

Let’s all insure we don’t bring an 
AIS into Star Lake. 

 

S T A R  L A K E  P R O P E R T Y  O W N E R S  A S S O C I A T I O N  
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AIS INFORMATION & Committee Reports (cont.) 
Later in this newsletter is a page 
titled “What Can You do to Halt 
the Spread of Aquatic Invasive 
Species (AIS)?  Please review 
this carefully, then detach from 
your newsletter and put it some-
place conspicuous in your lake 
residence.  Encourage family & 
visitors to read it. 

  CLEAN  

  DRAIN  

  DRY 

CLEAN all vegetation from boat, 
motor, and trailer after removal 
from lake, 

DRAIN anything that can hold 
water: 

 Remove ALL  drain plugs 
from boat, 

 Insure live-wells are drained 
and dry, 

 Lower motor units to drain 
water, 

 On inboards, jet boats, & jet 
ski’s run motor out of the wa-
ter for at least 60 seconds to 
discharge engine water, 

 Drain all water from bait con-
tainers and dispose of bait 
into approved containers, 

 

DRY the boat and trailer before 
re-launching into another body of 
water,  

 If coming out of an infested 
waterway – boat & trailer 
must be dried for 21 days, or 
“commercially decontaminat-
ed”. 

We’ve given you a lot of infor-
mation regarding the prevention 
of AIS.  We do so with the sin-
cere hope of being able to start 
out next year’s Spring Newsletter 

AIS article with the same exact 
sentence as we did this one. 

“The good news is that Star Lake 
remains free of any Aquatic    
Invasive Species (AIS)….’ 

 

 

 

Membership Report:  

In 2013 our total paid member-
ship was 186.  In 2012 our mem-
bership reached 191. 

The SLPOA Board of Directors 
are optimistic regarding 2014 as 
being a year of strong member-
ship numbers and strong mem-
bership participation. 

From the Treasurer: 

Membership dues for the SLPOA 
are due and payable before June 
14, 2014, the date of the Annual 
Membership Meeting.  Renewal 
notices will be sent to members 
around May 1. Dues are $25 for 
property owners (voting mem-
bers) and $20 for Associate 
Members (non-voting for others 

who support the objectives of the 
SLPOA).  It is very helpful if 
members pay their dues by mail 
PRIOR to the annual meeting.  

Communication:    

We still have some copies of the 
2012 Star Lake Property Owners 
Association Member Directory.  If 
you are a paid member who has 
not received a directory you can 
contact anyone on the board and 
we will be happy to get you a 
copy. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Star Lake Community  

Yard Sale:   

Saturday, May 17th, 2014 

8am  -  4 pm 

Sell your old treasures! 
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S T A R  L A K E  P R O P E R T Y  O W N E R S  A S S O C I A T I O N  

2013 gave us a late Ice-Out  of 
May 14th, 2013.  The Ice-Out 
dates for lakes throughout Minne-
sota ran two to three weeks late 
in 2013. 

Using 1329.50 ft. above sea-level 
as the “Normal High Water Mark” 
for Star Lake, the water level has 
dropped from it’s high of a foot 
above the normal high, recorded 
in May of 2011, to a foot below 
the normal high recorded Novem-
ber 12th, 2013. 

Star Lake Water Level: 

 May 2011 1330.30 ft. 

 Nov. 2011 1328.74 ft. 
 
As 2012 ended, 100% of our state 
was characterized as abnormally 
dry or with moderate to extreme 
drought.  

2013—from early spring through 
June our moisture was sufficient 
enough to break the drought. 

2013—from July into October Star 
Lake received very little moisture.  

As we leave winter behind, we’ll 
begin this summer of 2014 with 
18.46% of Minnesota undergoing 
Moderate drought.  Star Lake is 

at a comfortable water level well 
below it’s normal high.  

Knowing that historically Star 
Lake can fluctuate more than one 
foot up or down in a summer we 
can only wait to see what this 
summer of 2014 brings. 

Jim Ebert 

Star Lake Water Levels 
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Committee Reports 
Water Quality: 

Hey, Star Lake Fans,  Welcome 
to Spring at the lake for 
2014!  April showers and high 
winds helped us get an official 
Ice-Out of April 30th, this year - 
at least it was rain we were get-
ting instead of snow! 

 We’ll start our water sampling 
again on May 19, by drawing a 
sample of water from our prima-
ry sampling site in 80+ feet of 
water just NW of the big island, 
and continue for 4 more months 
on the 3rd Monday of every 
month.  As usual, we will get 
results back from RMB labs in 
Detroit Lakes (www. rmbel.info) 
on our Phosphorus level (the 
food for algae), an actual algae 
measure (Chlorophyll-a), and 
our water clarity with the Secchi 
disc lowered into the water.  The 
lab will charge the same fee as 
last year ($210 for all 5 sam-
ples). 

 Just how did our water quality 
look last year?  Best way to view 
that is to look up the lake trend 
analyses on the lab website, 
since it summarizes all of our 
data since 1996 when the Star 
Lake Association began sam-
pling.  Phosphorus shows no 
trend toward better or worse, but 
we moved closer to the “better” 
side last summer, with 4 of our 5 
readings better than our long 
term average.  Algae was look-
ing worse than our average at 
the end of 2012, but, with all of 
our readings in 2013 better than 
that, we’re back to the “neutral—
no trend” area.  Water clarity 
long term averages just over 14 
feet (means we can see the 
Secchi disc down that 
far).  We’re on an improving 
trend for water clarity, and that 

improvement looks stronger than 
at the end of 2012! 

 So, all of our 3 measures of 
water quality came out some-
what better than last 
year.  Why?  Hard to pinpoint 
exact reasons, but lower precipi-
tation and therefore lower water 
levels meant less stuff coming in 
from all of our inlets, and less 
soil (think Phosphorus) washing 
in from along the shore with ero-
sion.  Less Phosphorus means 
we’re starving the algae, which 
means less green in the water 
which means we can see down 
further!!  Remember, though, 
that us humans contribute Phos-
phorus to our shores with our 
septic systems (if not pumped 
regularly), our pet and yard 
waste washing in with rain, run-
off from roofs and driveways, 
loose soil at the shore that 
washes in with rain, etc.  If we 
stay on top of all those sources, 
we don’t have to wait for a low 
precipitation year to help Star 
Lake stay clean. 

 Spring also brings the need for 
watchfulness for invasive 
weeds.  Curly leaf pondweed 
would be the first weed up in the 
Spring (think June, if we have a 
later than normal ice out). 

We have volunteer Weed 
Watchers all along the 
lakeshore, but everyone can 
scout their shoreline once you 
get your boat in, and grab a leaf 
of what you find there.  Give me 
a call (218-758-3697) or bring 
your weed sample over, and 
we’ll have the DNR help identify 
what you found.  We are allowed 
to treat a lake for this weed, and 
getting it early helps keep it 
more contained.    

 That’s it for now from your Wa-

ter Quality Committee; now, 
bring summer on!!   

Carolyn Herron 

 

Star Lake Fishery: 

Star Lake continues being on a 
three year rotation survey. 

The current three year survey of 
2012, 2013, 2014 is summarized 
in the MN DNR Fisheries Man-
agement “Standard Lake Survey 
Report.” 

A copy of this survey report will 
be available for each of our 
members at the SLPOA Annual 
Meeting on June 14th, 2014. 

The conclusion drawn by the 
DNR regarding the status of our 
Star Lake Fishing reflects strong 
populations of Walleye, especial-
ly the 2010 class. 

The Blue Gill population contin-
ues to be strong, showing 60% 
of samples 7.0 inches in length 
or more. 

The Northern Pike abundance 
remains high. 

In a recent conversation with Jim 
Wolters, area Fisheries supervi-
sor, he discussed attending the 
Annual Meeting in June so Star 
Lake residents can express their 
opinion regarding “reduced bag 
limit” for sunfish (10) on Star 
Lake. 

Mr. Wolters confirmed the fry 
stocking for Star Lake continues 
to occur every two years. 

Star Lake will be stocked with 
2.8 million Walleye fry in late 
spring, 2014. 

Jim Ebert 
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                                 Mailers Address

Star Lake Property Owners’ Association, Inc.
P.O. Box 155
Dent, MN  56528-0155

Directions

 1.  Preheat an oven to 450 degrees F (230 degrees C). Grease a
      baking sheet.
 2.  Beat the eggs and water together in a bowl until smooth; set
      aside. Combine the bread crumbs, potato flakes, and Parmesan cheese in a separate bowl with the   
      seasoned salt until evenly mixed. Dip the walleye fillets into the beaten egg, then press into the bread   
      crumb mixture. Place onto the prepared baking sheet.
 3.  Bake in the preheated oven until the fish is opaque in the center and flakes easily with a fork, 15 to 20
      minutes.

 2 eggs
 1 tablespoon water
 1/3 cup dry bread crumbs
 1/3 cup instant mashed potato flakes
 1/3 cup grated Parmesan cheese
 1 teaspoon seasoned salt
 4 (4 ounce) fillets walleye

 Original recipe makes 4 servings 

Crispy Baked Walleye


