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Call to Order:  President Jim Ebert welcomed everyone and called the meeting to order 

at 10:01 am.  110 people registered today.   Jim introduced the Guest speakers Bill Kalar 

and Randy Wasvick.    

 

Jim Ebert (President) introduced all of the board members:  Noah Riley, Arlette Preston,  

Carolyn Herron, Barb Eckert (Secretary), Stu Peterson (Treasurer), Harvey McMahon, 

Duane Salberg and Dave Kaser.  Aubrey Ebanks website director. 

 

Arlette Preston, Harvey McMahon and Barb Eckert terms are up this year.   

 

Approval of Minutes: Jim Ebert told the Association that the minutes from last year 

were lost in the computer.   We have made a summary of the minutes.    Lee Mindeman 

made a motion to approve the summary of the 2010 annual meeting minutes; the motion 

was 2nd by Gordy Nyquist.   The motion carried. 

 

Auditor’s Report:  Gary and Peggy Grossweiler completed the audit of the books.  June 

8, 2011 and Gary confirmed that the books are in order.   A motion was made by Don 

Herron to accept the Audit report with a 2
nd

 by Earl Rydell.   The motion carried. 

 

Treasurer’s Report:  Stu Peterson gave a synopsis of the income and expenses of the 

SLPOA treasury.   118 Members are currently registered.  A motion to accept the 

treasurer’s report was made by Lee Mindeman and 2nd by Bob Demitrievich.   The 

Motion Carried. 

 

President’s Report:  Jim Ebert gave the presidents report (get report from Jim) 

Flow of Water and Funding – If you love Star Lake you must pay attention to what is 

happening with the Ditch 25 and the other 6 or 7 inlets.  Ditch 25 never quit flowing 

rapidly all winter.   

The water leaving is only flowing moderately.   There is nothing or no one that 

guarantees us that it will continue to flow!  It took 4-7 days to get rid of the 3” rain we 

just had (3” is 4 feet of sand shore land). 

 

Star lake is not keeping up currently with the intake we have. 

 

Funding - on a year to year basis the SLPOA carries 4-5 thousand dollars in our checking 

account.  That amounts to nothing when it comes to big trouble or projects.  Big and 

Little Pine Lakes have a curly Leaf Pond Weed Problem the cost is $ 400.00 per acre per 



year to treat the problem.   Imagine if we had it in just one place on the lake, for instance 

the West Arm.   The costs would mount quickly.    

 

We need to get the rest of the property owner’s attention…..perhaps that is a LID.  With 

the changing times and costs we have no option but to raise funds to protect Star Lake 

and all of the property owners. 

 

Nominating Committee: John Richards, Roger Eckert & Don Herron.  John Richards 

gave a recap of how the committee gets candidates.   He also gave the introduction and 

biographies of the two (2) new candidates and one (1) incumbent.   Mike Cribb, Tim 

Lindgren and Areltte Preston (incumbent).    

 

Election of Directors:   Lee Mindeman made a motion to put the three candidates in 

nomination and to dispense with a paper ballot and use a hand vote, Don Herron 2
nd

 the 

motion.  The motion carried    All Three candidates were elected to the board by a hand 

vote.  Welcome to all and we thank you for donating your time.        

 

Committee Reports:  

 

 Adopt a Highway:  Noah Riley stated that we always need volunteers to help 

pick in early May. 

 

 Communication:  Jim Ebert gave an update on the directory situation.   We are 

looking for funding to complete this year’s directory.   We hope to deliver it in August. 

 

Annual Meeting and Picnic - Dave Kaser asked people to give us ideas for topics and/or 

speakers.   

 

 Fisheries:  Jim Ebert had a written report.   We have a productive and healthy 

fishery.  A Fresh stocking of Walleye Frye will take place next year.  Since we went to 

the 10 pan fish limit - 7.9 inches is now the average size of sunfish. 

 

 Lakes Preservation and Protection:  Carolyn Herron gave the following report.  

We are improving in clarity significantly and we are 95% confident of that.   Phosphorus 

is declining and Chlorophyll A is officially getting worse.   The Lake is picking up 

anything green with the high water and this is a concern, but she believes it will go down. 

 

Weed Watchers have found nothing to be concerned about as of today.   Carolyn is 

looking for a couple of weed watchers in the South Bay. 

 

COLA has produced a shoreland guide that summarized keeping our lake healthy; it 

contains important phone numbers for shore land management. 

 

 Water Safety:  Duane Salberg reported that the buoys have been placed.  We 

have lost a buoy….if you find it please call Duane.   We need a volunteer to place the 

Buoys on the island.    



He also wanted to give of big THANKS to all of you who have helped put out the buoys. 

 

Guest Speaker:  Bill Kalar (Land & Resource Management Director) and Randy 

Wasvick (Ditch Inspector) provided handouts and information regarding County Ditch 

No. 25. 

 

Ottertail County does not own the ditches they are privately held.   The County Board has 

the authority for ditch drainage, they act as a referee.   Any approval has to be consistent 

with State Ditch Law. 

 

The ditches were created in the early 1900 for agricultural reasons.   Not much thought 

was given to a drainage or outlet use.   

 

Specific statutes and processes deal with outlets:   1. A petition must be made to the 

drainage authority.  Including an outline and cost effect that may affect the users and land 

owners. 

 

2. There must be a public hearing by the drainage authority with a public notification 

process.   The drainage authority must be shown that the existing ditch has the hydraulic 

capacity to handle the water.   

 

If an outlet is approved an outlet fee is placed on the petitioners and must be paid prior to 

any ditch usage. 

 

A Re-determination of benefits must be done for an assessment of cost to the users and 

land owners; it is based on the benefit and the amount of land owned.  The County does 

not take any cost in this or any drainage processes. 

 

The ditch was authorized in June of 1907.  The original design was to drain 490 acres of 

land for increased Ag production.   Ditch 25 activities in the past have included:   brush 

removal, beaver dam removal and other maintenance, no improvements have been done 

over the years. 

 

They have not yet received a petition from the little Mac, Kerbs and Paul Lake 

improvement district.  A petition was presented in 2007 and was denied, based on the 

following reasons. 

 

1. Insufficient hydraulic capacity. 

2. Water quality 

3. Invasive species. 

 

If a petition is filed.  

1.  Redetermination of benefits. (Done by ditch trained viewers) 6-8 

month process. 

2. Engineering study – to assess hydraulic capacity 

3. Public Hearing (minimum of one) 



 

The drainage authority has the ability to (state statute 103E) authorize the petition on the 

above mentioned process. 

 

 

Questions: 

Q. Can individual land owners halt the drainage going thru their property? 

A. It would be a consideration.  But the county can still over rule. 

 

Q. Does the DNR have their hydrologist look at the capacity? 

A.  It only has the authority to watch the lake and not allow it to drop 

lower than the ordinary high water. 

 

Q.Is there any reason thing to think that things have changed since the last 

petition. 

A. In his opinion no.  They could ask for improvement to the ditch to 

handle more water.  

 

Q. Can the discussion be appealed? 

A. Yes. To district Court, 

 

Q. What about invasive species?  What were they? 

A.  Little Mac has mercury in their fish.  (Although no other lakes have 

been tested, so it is hard to say if they are within a consistent range or not.) 

No other invasive species are in the lake at this point.    

 

Q. Is this area part of the watershed District and/or a Watershed Board? 

A.  They are not.   

 

Q.  Do you study from the source to the final destination?   What is the 

capacity in the other lakes? 

A. The hydraulic study only does Ditch 25.   No downstream impacts are 

taken into affect. 

 

Q. What is the proposal/petition? 

A. No proposal has been made yet.  They could follow 35 to the west and 

enter there.   Under 35 and into the MacDonald’s.   The current ditch ends 

at 25. 

 

Q.  If and or when the water comes into Star …. Would we have to 

petition to get our ditch open? 

A.  No.  Ditch 22 does not function.  At this point you only have Star 

creek. 

 

 



Q.  Can they release water at any time?  Or only when we are under the 

ordinary high water. 

A.  Not necessarily it depends on the parameters of the petition. 

Although they have stated that they would not release water under high 

water condition. 

 

Q.  Are we at the high water level? 

A. Sept. 2010  1330.298   a foot above and on June 6, 2011  1330.14.  

 

Q. What is the drainage authority? 

A.  Comes under the County Commission. 

 

Q. Who has the authority over the natural outlet (creek)? 

A. The DNR. 

 

Q.  Star creek is not part of the county Ditch system? 

A.  Yes. 

 

Q.  How much did it cost to clean the creek the last time? 

A.  5 – 6 thousand ….for a cookie cutter to clean the creek.   The cost was 

disbursed to the members. 

 

Q. Is the creek between Round and Star part of the ditch or the creek? 

A.  That is the ditch.   A ditch system can incorporate a creek or 

meandering water flow.   

 

Q. Is the Star Creek part of the ditch system? 

A. No 

 

Q.  What is Ditch 22? 

A. A separate ditch system….there is no culvert to it anymore. 

 

Q.  When did this happen? 

A. Don’t know if or when it happened.   Has it been abandoned? 

 

Q. What will happen to the bridge on county 35 and the culvert? 

A. The county engineer would be responsible for regular maintenance. 

 

Q. Who has the final say on opening Ditch 25?  Who has control of the 

spigot? 

A.  It would depend on the condition and parameters and operational 

agreement. 

Several others in the county are monitored by the county hwy dept. 

 

Q.  What is the processed and who gets notified? 



A.  Re-determination of Benefits for the ditch would have a hearing 

regarding those land owners that would be taxed based on their benefit and 

usage.  Then once it is determined who is paying they will continue with 

the process. 

     Hydraulic survey is done by an engineer.) 

     Hearing – for the public.   Notification will not be sent to Star Lake 

individual property owners only the ditch land owners.   It will be in the papers and the 

county website.   Usually they will give us a 30 day notice.   

 

Q. What is the level on dead lake? 

A.  April 1
st
 they were about 4-5 inches high. 

 

  Q.  Can the lake association, by voting, stop the water from coming? 

  A. No.  But it could be taken into consideration and show our position. 

 

  Q. Is it a county ditch form E and W Silent. 

  A. No it is not an official ditch, but an agreement was made for drainage. 

 

 Randy Wasvick stated that we need to understand that the County Board does not 

wish to harm anyone.    They certainly would put many stipulations on the drainage as 

they have in the past on other drainage. 

 

We would like to extend a big THANK YOU to Randy and Bill for all of the information 

and answering our questions. 

 

 

Adjournment:  A motion to adjourn the business meeting was made by Stu P with a 2
nd

 

by Don Heron, the Motion carried.   The annual membership adjourned at 11:29 pm.   A 

broasted chicken dinner catered by the Galaxy Restaurant was enjoyed by members and 

guests. 

 

 

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

 

Barb DeVillers-Eckert 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 



 

 


