www.starlakeassociation.com

STAR LAKE PROPERTY OWNERS’ ASSOCIATION
F A L L

Gary Miller
Vice President

Another great summer on Star Lake and a lot of be proud of as an organization.


We can be proud of the fact that we have kept invasive species out of Star Lake
another year! It takes a lot of awareness and willingness to abide by the invasive
species laws by the property owners and lake users who come and enjoy Star
Lake. The county inspectors spent many hours educating and enforcing our laws
at the Star Lake access this past summer and we can call it a success for one
more year.



We have also had success in letting our voices be heard throughout the environmental review processes with the proposed casino development. The County
Commissioners voted to elevate the environment review process from an Environmental Assessment Worksheet to an Environmental Impact Statement. This
will require the developers to complete a more thorough assessment on the impacts this development will have on Star Lake. That process has been initiated
from the County Commissioners and they are currently waiting for the developers to pay a fee of approximately $29,000 to pay for the county fees related to
the scoping process. The scoping process will include a comment period from
the public on what should be included in the EIS. We will keep you posted on
when this comment period will begin.



The Otter Tail County Coalition of Lake Associations rewarded the SLPOA for
all of its hard work by being selected as the lake association of the year. This
award was handed out at COLA’s annual meeting in August. COLA selected
one of our members, Brenda Ebanks for Volunteer of the Year Award. Brenda
has put countless hours of volunteer work for SLPOA, this award is well deserved, and the SLPOA board is very appreciative of her hard work. (See the
article from the Pelican Rapids Press later in this newsletter.)

Peggy Maasjo
Treasurer
Tyler Riley
Secretary
Richard (Dick) Fultz
Director
Jason Gorr
Director
Janet Moore
Director
Mailing Address:
SLPOA
PO Box 115
Dent, MN 56528

Table of Contents
President’s Letter..P1
Casino Update ….P2
Committee Rpts ...P4
AIS …..…………...P6
COLA Awards…...P8

N E W S L E T T E R

Letter from your SLPOA President

Board of Directors
Eric Peters
President
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With the help and support from Star Lake Concerned Citizen Group, COLA and
other lake associations, we will continue to protect Star Lake for future generations.
See ya on the ICE!
Sincerely, Eric Peters
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by Jason Gorr, SLPOA Director
If you are like me, I’m not sure anything in the last 2 years, or as far back as I remember, has had
me saying the words STAR LAKE as much as this PROPOSED Casino Project. In fact, like several
others, I’ve allowed this to really cut into my cherished family time, fishing time, and hunting time.
For those that know me, this HAS to be incredibly important to me for this to happen!
As Directors on YOUR Star Lake Property Owners’ Association we care very deeply about Star
Lake and its preservation of natural resources and protection of landowner’s rights. Please note the
order of those priorities too as that is no accident in the sequencing. Simply put, without first preserving the existing natural resource for not only property owners, but ALL public water/land
owners, we are in fact allowing everyone’s interests to be infringed upon, as I see it. Enough of my
motivational soapbox speech, right?! Let’s get down to the EIS Process Update.




As you likely know, the Ottertail County Commissioners unanimously voted on August 22nd to
require an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) from the Star Lake Casino Proposers.


Rather than simply view the Environmental Assessment Worksheet (EAW) as adequate,
they deemed there to be enough reason to warrant additional environmental examination, due in no small part to the hard work put forth via citizen comments, SLPOA,
SLCCG, state agency correspondence, and numerous White Earth Members publically
submitting concerns and opposition. So, THANK YOU for all the help to date!! Without this effort and due process, I fear we’d already be seeing equipment working.



Although it has definitely been a long term goal of our board (& SLCCG) to drive this to
an EIS, now that we are here, this is only the EIS starting point. In the documentation
prepared by OTC’s consultant HEI, a very minimalist proposed EIS Scoping List was
offered and even OTC Chairman Huebsch expressed he was in disagreement with their
consultant’s views on some matters, suggesting potential impacts he felt needed further
analysis. We need to make sure ALL of the major concerns are included in the EIS Scope
through influence of public submittals at the Public Scoping Meeting. Also keep in mind
the EIS allows for additional focus into Socio-Economic concerns related to the project
where the EAW was primarily Environmentally focused.

On September 5th, OTC also motioned to accept a FINDINGS OF FACT technical document
to support the reasons for the positive EIS needs decision and the SCOPING PROCESS estimate of $29,595. Note: per Environmental Quality Board rules, the proposer/developer must
pay that sum prior to any further EIS Scoping work pertaining to what exactly the EIS will focus
additional study on.
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Presently, this is where we are in the preliminary EIS process (as of 9/21/17). The next potential steps
are best detailed by reviewing the process steps in the EQB’s Quick Reference Guide listed below. Essentially though, once the Scoping Process is initiated, it will go very quickly and the general public IS
ALLOWED TO OFFER INPUT!


Again, please keep in mind your opportunity to provide input on the EIS scope will be through a
Public Scoping Meeting (to be held after the proposer pays Scoping Fees only). When this
meeting is set, SLPOA & SLCCG will likely notify via email blasts and OTC must put in a local
paper.

EQB Quick Reference Guide: EIS Scoping Process Steps for a Discretionary EIS
(Minnesota Rules 4410.2000-2100). This scoping process is the direct result of the RGU (in this
case, OTC) making a positive EIS need decision, after the completion of an EAW:









RGU makes a positive EIS need decision for a project following the preparation of an EAW.
Notice of public scoping meeting posted in EQB Monitor within 15 days of receipt of proposer’s
scoping cost payment. Press release issued to newspaper in area where project will occur.
RGU hosts public scoping meeting between 10 to 20 days after notice is published in EQB Monitor.
RGU issues final decision regarding scope of the EIS within 15 days of public scoping meeting.
Decision deadline can be extended by no more than 45 days after notice of positive EIS need decision published in EQB Monitor, if decision is to be made by a board or council.
RGU issues EIS preparation notice within 45 days of receipt of project proposer’s payment.
EIS preparation notice is published in the EQB Monitor and a press release is issued in each county
where the project will occur.
RGU has 280 days from publication of the preparation notice in the EQB Monitor to make EIS
adequacy determination.

Link to EQB: https://www.eqb.state.mn.us/sites/default/files/documents/Quick%20ReferenceEnvironmental%20Impact%20Statement%20-%20Updated%20Dec2015_0.pdf
If I can leave readers with just a few thoughts to focus on:
THE SCOPING IS CRITICAL TO INSURE ALL MATERIAL IMPACTS ARE CONSIDERED.
WE NEED YOU TO EXPRESS YOUR CONCERNS, AGAIN!
THIS IS NOT A DONE DEAL!
THANK YOU.
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One step forward, one back, one step forward. Looks like the start of a dance, right? I hope not, but
it is a way to describe how our attempt to achieve tax exemption has started out.
On July 20th, 2017 we received a letter from the IRS informing us that we could not file the on-line
1023EZ form, as we exist in the IRS database as a 501(c)4 organization already. The 1023EZ instructions do not list that as a restriction to using the short form. The letter says it is listed in another section of the tax code (who could have guessed that the tax code is complicated?) So, we cannot
use a shortened application. The 1023 LONG form has been completed and resubmitted. We were
informed that the application was received and a decision will be rendered in 90-180 days.
We will await any further "dance" steps on our journey to have our donations deemed to be tax exempt and to be listed as a 501(c)3 organization.
- By Gary Miller, SLPOA Vice President

Membership
We have been busy promoting membership in our association. We currently are at 162 full memberships. Not bad, as far as general membership in lake associations go. But, we feel we can and
should have more involvement from our property owners. The money raised through membership
fees helps to fund water quality testing, the setting and removal of water safety buoys, website and
communication expense, and promotion and protection of our Star Lake environment. There is value in association membership!
HELP! Our goal is to surpass 200 members. Recruit a new member and receive a $10.00 discount
on your next membership renewal. Recruit three or more and your membership renewal will be
waived. See the SLPOA website for our membership form. Together we can do great things! Enjoy your fall 2017!
- By Gary Miller, SLPOA Vice President

Fundraiser / Gun Raffle
A Letter of Gratitude By Peggy Maasjo, SLPOA Treasurer
The Star Lake Property Owners’ Association board would again like to thank everyone who supported our spring gun raffle. We had donations from businesses in Battle Lake, Ottertail, Pelican Rapids,
Perham, Vergas, Dent, Fergus Falls, and Detroit Lakes. Numerous tickets were sold by supporters
of Star Lake. The raffle brought in $17,375.
We would also like to thank the Dead Lake and McDonald Lake Associations for their generous donations to our Lake Association to help preserve our lake.
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With the change in seasons and the arrival of fall comes time for the SLPOA Adopt a Highway ditch clean up.
With our participation in this program, we are obligated to clean the road ditch on Highway 41 from the
Galaxy Resort to 380th Street twice a year.
We will be gathering at the Galaxy Resort at 9 am on October 21st. Safety vests and garbage bags will be
provided. Your involvement shows your concern for the environment and the beauty of Otter Tail County.
Come join us! It is a good time, you get some exercise, and it will amaze you what people throw in the ditch!
- By Peggy Maasjo, SLPOA Treasurer

Water Safety
Pretty soon the buoys will be picked up and put away for another winter. The SLPOA would like to thank
the volunteers who keep our waterways safe.
Thanks to following: Robbie Rimer, Mike Anderson, Lee Mindemann, Noah Riley, Mike Riley, and Duane
Salberg. We appreciate your efforts!
- By Tyler Riley, SLPOA Secretary

3rd Annual Lake Wide Picnic
Thanks to Becky and Lee Mindemann for hosting the 3rd Annual Lake wide picnic in August.
Beautiful weather, great food, and a wonderful turnout made for a great day at the lake.

* If you are interested in hosting the 4th annual picnic, please contact any board member. *
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Submitted By Janet Moore, SLPOA Director

Aquatic Invasive Species Starry Stonewort (Nitellopsis obtusa)
What is starry stonewort?
Starry stonewort is a grass-like form of algae that
are not native to North America. The plant was first
confirmed in Minnesota in Lake Koronis in late August of 2015. Plant fragments were probably
brought into the state on a trailered watercraft from
fested waters in another state.

in-

Picture: Starry stonewort pulled from Minnesota’s
Lake Koronis, August 2015
How to identify starry stonewort
Starry stonewort is similar in appearance to native
grass-like algae such as other stoneworts and muskgrass. Native stoneworts and musk-grass are both
commonly found in Minnesota waters. Starry
stonewort can be distinguished from other grasslike algae by the presence of star-shaped bulbils.
Picture: A starry stonewort bulbil or star-like
structure produced by the plant. Bulbils are likely
how the plant reproduces.
Why is starry stonewort a problem?
Starry stonewort can interfere with recreational and other uses of lakes where it can produce dense
mats at the water’s surface. These mats are similar to, but can be more extensive than, those produced by native vegetation. Dense starry stonewort mats may displace native aquatic plants.
Like all plants, starry stonewort may grow differently in different lakes, depending on many factors.
At this time, we cannot predict how it might grow in any one Minnesota lake.
How does it spread?
Starry stonewort is believed to be spread from one body of water to another by the unintentional
transfer of bulbils, the star-like structures produced by the plant. These fragments are most likely
attached to trailered boats, personal watercraft, docks, boat lifts, anchors or any other water-related
equipment that was not properly cleaned.
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What can people do to prevent its spread?
The most important action you can take to limit the spread of starry stonewort and other non-native aquatic
plants is to remove all vegetation and animals from your watercraft and any water-related equipment before
you move it from one body of water to another. Make sure you drain all water from your watercraft and bait
bucket and dispose of any unwanted bait in the trash.
What can be done to reduce starry stonewort?
The potential to manage the plant is not well documented. It appears that treatment with herbicides can suppress starry stonewort. Some states use hand pulling, which may be a way to reduce biomass in small areas.
Mechanical removal can also be effective. In the case of a newly discovered population of starry stonewort
that has a limited distribution in the lake, mechanical harvesting is not recommended because it might create
fragments that would speed the spread of the invasive plant within the lake.
Source: MN DNR website: Starry Stonewort Fact Sheet
Link: http://files.dnr.state.mn.us/natural_resources/invasives/aquaticplants/starry_stonewort/
fact_sheet_starry_stonewort.pdf

Water Quality
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(Reprinted from Pelican Rapids Press 8/22/2017; Author: Tom Hintgen)

Star Lake Association earns honors from Otter Tail lake coalition
The Otter Tail County Coalition of Lake Associations (COLA) has named the Star Lake Property
Owners Association with COLA’s annual Association of the Year Award. This award was presented
August 17 at the community center in Ottertail. At the same evening gathering, COLA presented
Brenda Ebanks with the Volunteer of the Year Award. She is communications director for the Star
Lake Property Owners Association. In addition, she is an active participant with most events associated with the Star Lake Property Owners Association.
COLA is organized to facilitate cooperation among member lake and river associations in Otter Tail
County. The goal of COLA is to have member associations join together to help keep waterways
clean and free of pollutants. COLA makes special efforts to prevent the spread of invasive species.
200 member Star Lake Association honored
The Association of the Year
Award from COLA was presented
to Eric Peters, second from right,
president of the Star Lake Property Owners Association. At far left
is AIS committee member Bernie
Steeves. Second from left is COLA education coordinator Jerry
Horgen and at far right is Dave
Majkrzak, COLA president.
The Star Lake Property Owners
Association, with close to 200
members, is innovative in its approach to serving members. They
are in the process of finalizing
plans to install solar lighting at the main public access. The association works closely with the Star
Lake Concerned Citizens Group regarding the proposed casino project and environmental impacts
on Star Lake. With many volunteers, the association is able to complete projects to enhance the
lake’s use.
Through its subcommittees, the Star Lake Property Owners Association continues to conduct water
quality testing, setting of safety buoys, cleaning of a section of Highway 41 and providing information to membership on invasive species.
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“The association has a mission to preserve the natural resources of Star Lake,” notes COLA education coordinator Jerry Horgen. “This includes excellent water quality, a bountiful fishery, natural wildlife haven and orderly and proper development.”
To promote social interaction among lake association members, the Star Lake Property Owners Association
not only holds an annual meeting breakfast but also promotes a lake-wide picnic and July 4 boat and pontoon
parade.
“It has been an active and challenging year for the association, headed by President Eric Peters,” said Horgen.
“We commend them for all of their dedicated work here in Otter Tail County.”
Volunteer of the Year
Volunteer of the Year award went to Brenda
Ebanks, communications director for the
Star Lake Property Owners Association.
As the recipient of the Volunteer of the Year
Award, Ebanks is praised for her more than
15 years of loyal service as communications
director for the Star Lake Property Owners
Association. On a volunteer basis, she publishes email blasts covering many current
issues of keen interest to association members. She can be counted on to participate
in ditch cleanup along Highway 41 near Star
Lake and taking part in many lake association activities.
“Protecting the lakes is simply the right thing to do,” she said after accepting the award.
Ebanks voluntarily maintains the website of the Star Lake Concerned Citizens Group which closely monitors
activities related to the proposed casino at Star Lake.
“She is active as a volunteer with the Star Lake Township and with her husband, Aubrey, is praised by many
people as an outstanding resident who exemplifies the best in citizenship,” says COLA’s Jerry Horgen. She is
widely referred to as Mrs. Star Lake. “There’s not much that happens around the lake that she doesn’t know
about,” says Horgen. “Brenda certainly is a role model as a volunteer.”
Adds Lee Mindemann, Star Lake Township board chairman: “There’s not a person at Star Lake who deserves
the Volunteer of the Year Award more than Brenda.”

Star Lake Property Owners’ Association, Inc.
P.O. Box 155
Dent, MN 56528-0155

STAR LAKE PROPERTY OWNERS’ ASSOCIATION
2017 FALL NEWSLETTER

Upcoming Event:
Oct 21: Adopt-a-Hwy Ditch Clean Up
See the Newsletter for more updates from your
SLPOA Board of Directors.

