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President’s Letter by Gary Miller
Recently, I was awake early taking my dogs for a morning walk along the lakeshore. I stopped for a
period of time just to listen. It was “noiseingly” quiet. There was the sound of a very distant train
whistle, the whistle of wood duck wings as they passed overhead, a mallard was calling, geese
honked in the distance, an upset squirrel was chattering at the dogs, a woodpecker was hard at
work, a fish jumped and splashed just off shore, it was a glorious time to just listen to the life of
Star Lake. It is all part of the resource that is Star Lake! If you have not done it in awhile, try it.
Just listen to the life of Star Lake one early morning. (If it had been later in the day, I am sure I
could add a loon’s call to my list.) We are truly blessed to hold property on one of the area’s best
lakes!!!
On August 31st, 2018 the White Earth Nation Business Committee passed a resolution to end
further Star Lake Casino development. As an old CFO, I truly believe that is the correct economic
decision for the WEN. Too bad that significant resources have already been expended on the
project. I also believe it was clearly the correct environmental decision based on the site. The
more I learned about the casino project, the more concerned I became with its impact on the lake’s
ecosystem. So, we will await further decisions from the White Earth Tribal leadership regarding
both their granted land and the land they purchased as part of the project. Truly, I do not see it as
a “win.” I see it as the right conclusion being reached after much review, discussion, and debate.
Hopefully, the White Earth Tribe will find the proper use for the land that will serve not only their
members but all the major stakeholders of the area. The decision on the casino may be done, but
the “where to from here” on the land and how the WEN may recoup some of its investment, is not.
The SLPOA Board of Directors will continue to update you on any information regarding the Star
Lake land, as it becomes known.
As far as we know, it was a quiet summer for invasive species intrusion. That is a very good thing!
Unfortunately, it is like a new movie release, “coming to a theater near you soon.” This summer
Jewett and East Silent Lakes were added to the list of known zebra mussel lakes. Hopefully, we
can slow their arrival into Star Lake. We also need to work to keep curly leaf pondweed and
Eurasian water milfoil away for our water. If you talk to the people on lakes with AIS problems,
you quickly understand they are BIG deals. Things like proper boat cleaning, septic maintenance,
smart use of fertilizers, runoff control, and rain gardens do make a difference in the quality of our
lake water. Please be smart and do your part!
Finally, it was a busy summer for your Association Board. We added several new members. We
worked on putting the finishing touches on a lakeshore restoration grant program with help from
the East Otter Tail Soil & Water Conservation District office. We upgraded our association
signage and replaced several safety buoys. The annual meeting held at Camp Joy had good
information for the members present on shoreline preservation and AIS prevention.
Overall, it was a nice summer 2018! I hope you and your family were able to experience the great
resource that is Star Lake. Enjoy one of the most beautiful times of this year……FALL 2018!!
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I want to make this short and sweet and just
point out to everybody that this is one of the
best casino updates I’ve ever written. Simply
due to the fact that at every turn of the corner it
looks like the mission statement of “It’s not a
done deal!” is actually true.

it wouldn’t be that easy to put such a large
commercial project in such a sensitive shoreline.

I would just like folks to know that sometimes it
takes something uncomfortable to bring out the
good things in the right people. I certainly must
say that was my pleasure to work very hard next
Roughly 3 years ago I caught wind that there was to some of these right people.
going to be a casino project on Star Lake and like
the rest of you, I was in disbelief to that point in Many people may or may not realize is we found
fact, a bit argumentative with my father that this a lot of good friends and allies within the White
could even happen.
Earth tribe who felt the very same way we did.
They absolutely value this place of history,
That’s why I made sure to attend a lake
beauty, and natural resources just like we do.
association meeting. Honestly, all that did was This common ground energized both sides and I
irritate me even more. When I kept hearing
can happily say that after paying very close
from a select few was that ‘there was nothing we attention to the WEN elections that there are
could do’ or ‘this was up to the feds and out of some very good hearted people in place now
our hands’ or ‘that we just need to do our best that want to help preserve and make sure that
to be good neighbors’ >> I thought BULL! and this ridiculous project does not ever happen.
did my best not to scream that... Trust me,
They campaigned on that platform, they’ve
there were MANY meetings over the next few made resolutions to rescind the casino project,
years I wanted to scream. I try not to think of
and I have confidence that at the very least, they
the money absolutely wasted on all sides to
don’t want to see another waste of money on
dispute such a ridiculous idea or I still want to
such a ridiculous idea.
scream.
Please enjoy this fall outdoors and I sure hope
Despite not knowing many folks in the room I
you appreciate not only what’s on the landscape
really had the urge to speak out and say this was but also what isn’t!!!
absolutely not the truth. Through previous work
I was aware of different hoops that a project
- Jason Gorr, SLPOA Vice President
developer would have to go through and despite
certain local agencies laying out the red carpet,
Photo Credit: SLCCG website
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SLPOA Membership
There are approximately 408 property parcels on
Star Lake. Current membership in the SLPOA is
165. If you are receiving this newsletter, you are a
current member. The board has been working on
ways to increase membership to the association.
Star Lake is a remarkable gift of created beauty.
Our mission is to preserve this natural resource.
There have been several challenges that the
association has faced over the years and I am certain
the challenges will continue. I truly believe there is
power in numbers and the larger our membership,
the more power we have.
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area had several environmental concerns regarding
the project. With everyone’s hard work, an
announcement was made on August 31st that the
Star Lake resolution regarding the intent to
construct a casino on Star Lake was rescinded. We
continue to face the ongoing threat of AIS.
Educating of the public continues. I am certain,
over the years, we will be faced with more issues.

I am asking your help in trying to increase our
membership. If you have a neighbor who is not a
member, encourage them to check out the SLPOA
website and consider joining. It’s difficult for the
Membership provides the association with dues
board to represent the majority of the Star Lake
which enable us to do projects to help protect our Property Owners if more than half of the property
lake and support the health of the lake. It provides owners are not members. We want increase
you with periodic communication of information
membership so everyone has a voice. If we stand
and issues concerning the lake, and it allows you a together to promote the mission of the SLPOA, I
vote. Star Lake just faced a major hurdle with the believe we can pass this remarkable gift of created
potential building of a Casino on the lake. Everyone beauty onto further generations.
was told it was a Done Deal. Many of the property
owners on Star Lake and people in the surrounding - Peggy Maasjo, SLPOA Treasurer

Treasurer’s Report
Current income for 2018 totals $ 4,876.91
Total expenses for 2018 total $ 3,491.50
This leaves a current balance of $17,421.50
- Peggy Maasjo, SLPOA Treasurer

Special Thank You from the SLPOA Board
A special thank you to all our SLPOA members and supporters of Star Lake for your involvement during
the casino project review. Your attendance at the open houses in Dent, the community forum in Pelican
Rapids, and at the Commission meetings was terrific!!! Also, many of you provided funding to help pay
the cost of legal and research fees. THANK YOU.
May the White Earth Nation leaders find the proper use for their landholdings. May Star Lake continue
to be the tremendous natural resource that we all enjoy!
- Gary P. Miller, SLPOA President
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Well friends, if you’re even 1/2 as outdoorsy as
I am you are to be quite excited that we’re now
rolling into fall. As we all know Star Lake and
the surrounding area is an absolute gem for
wildlife, scenery, fall colors, and awesome
fishing.

tell you your lake association is helping you take
care of that. We are happy to announce that we
are actively preparing shoreland scholarship
grant.

To be eligible for this grant you need a shoreline
improvement project that fits within parameters
The older I get my focus seems to be on my
specified. We are actively hashing out the
children more and myself less, and I’m just fine details to what will be needed but in a nutshell it
with that. When we are out on the lake or
will essentially parallel the same requirements
staying at our family cabin its hard to express
that the soil and water conservation district
how much I appreciate that my parents decided applies to their eligible grants in such cases.
to buy a place like this. The touching part is I
Stay tuned for future communications on our
know they were fully focused on us and our
website and perhaps the next newsletter as we
future generations to come.
will hopefully be very clear and specific on how
easy it might be to attend some money for
The way I was raised it seems obvious, but even assistance in this endeavor.
if you’re not nearly as outdoorsy as I am, I hope
we all understand that we were put on this earth Proper shoreline improvement projects allow
to be stewards of this land and water. I’m
for reduced runoff and erosion as well as
trying to teach my kids that we are not only
helping capturing harmful chemicals and
blessed to be able to use this environment
nutrients through use of native grasses, shrubs,
during our lifetime, but that we owe it to the
trees, and lakes scaling. The results end up
others to take care of it, maintain it, and
being cleaner water, stable shoreline, and better
hopefully even improve it.
habitat for fish and wildlife.
Of course that sounds great in theory to
STAY TUNED!!
everybody pretty much, but one might ask how
exactly do we go about doing that. Well let me - Jason Gorr, SLPOA Vice President

Roundup & Rodeo Herbicide Products
SLPOA Reminder:
ROUNDUP should never be used near waters as it is harmful to aquatic plants and environments.
Ideally refraining from all chemical application is best, but an herbicide called RODEO can produce similar results and is more accepted for use near waters. I’ve heard from fellow Directors it
is even available locally at the Perham Hardware Store.
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Ditch 23 Update
Ever Wonder What’s The Deal with Ditch 23?
Ditch 23 is the only county ditch that drains out of
Star Lake (flows to Dead Lake), if it were operational
– which it has not been for decades. The ditch
located on the southeastern shore of Star Lake along
Beaver Dam Road has no functional culvert. It is
marked with a metal post on the east side of the road
just south of the intersection with 380th St. if you’d
like to take a look at it.
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all property owners of parcels east of Maplewood
State Park, and certainly all Star Lake property
owners, are subject to this assessment.
The cost for installing a new culvert under Beaver
Dam Road, some possible cleaning of the ditch, and
some engineering study would likely be well within
the balance of the OTC maintenance account. The
MN DNR has indicated that “if” a culvert were
reinstalled it would have to be at the ordinary highwater level.

The ditch is one of twenty-nine in Otter Tail County
(OTC) for which the county is responsible for
maintaining. As the “drainage authority” OTC is
authorized by MN Statute to establish and keep a fund
for each ditch for the financing any needed
maintenance/improvement.

The SLPOA would like to know your views on this
matter. Given the money has already been collected
and is available, should Ditch 23 be repaired to
provide a secondary drain from Star Lake during
periods of flooding?

In 2015 OTC completed a “Redetermination of
Benefits” study and subsequently began an annual
assessment of $20,000/year. The balance of the
Ditch 23 fund as of June 2018 is $42,276. Essentially

Additional information of Ditch 23 is available on the
Otter Tail County and Star Lake Township websites,
www.co.otter-tail.mn.us and
www.starlaketownship.org.

Water Safety and Buoy Update
Happy Fall to all. Hope everyone had a safe and enjoyable summer on the lake. Keeping it safe and enjoyable has been a goal of the SLPOA since the beginning. Buoys marking hazards and no wake zones help
keep all who enjoy the lake safer no doubt.

SLPOA will be purchasing six new buoys for the
spring to replace damaged ones.

There are 23 buoys that get put out every spring and
out every fall by a great group of volunteers. The
SLPOA would like to thank: Mike Anderson, Robbie
This year was a little different than previous years re- Rimer, Mike Riley, Noah Riley, Duane Salburg, and
garding the lower water level. Buoys snapped chains Lee Mindemann. If anyone is interested in assisting
and washed up on shore at a pretty steady rate. This with this process please contact a SPLOA board
of course takes its toll on the buoys as well. The
member. See you on the ice! - Tyler Riley

Ditch Clean Up - Oct 13
We are planning to do our fall Highway 41 ditch clean up on October 13th. We will
meet at the Galaxy Resort at 9 am. Please join us if you are able. The more people we
have, the quicker we get done. Vests and garbage bags will be provided. Thank you for
your help.
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Star Lake Property Owners’ Association (SLPOA) has such a good story to tell, that we have been
testing our water quality since1996, along with over 50 other lakes in Otter Tail County in the
RMB Environmental Lab program! George Gouette, Gary Sheldon, Ruth McMahon, and now
myself, have been the water samplers over these years. The Otter Tail Coalition of Lake
Associations (COLA) worked hard to gather the Associations into the program over the years to
study the health of their lakes.
We have 20 years of data now, drawing water samples May--September to measure Total
Phosphorus (the “food” or nutrient in the lake), Chlorophyll A or algae (which consumes the
Phosphorus to grow), and depth of water clarity, measured by dropping a white Secchi disc down
into the water to see how far it is visible. RMB Lab analyzes our water and enters the results into
their website (https://www.rmbel.info/data) so they and we can see the results.
The best way to understand our water quality over time is to ask RMB’s data base to run a “trend
analysis,” a statistical way to compare our results from ‘96 to this year to see the changes. RMB
notes: “For detecting trends, a minimum of 8--10 years of data with 4 or more readings per year,
are recommended. Minimum confidence accepted [about a trend] by the Minnesota Pollution
Control Agency is 90%. This means that there is a 90% chance that the trend is a true trend, and a
10% chance that trend is a random result of the data. Many years of data are needed, because there
can be different wet or dry years, water levels, weather, etc., that can affect the water quality.”
So, what is the health status of our lake? From 1996--2018, there is “no significant tend,” for TP
nor Chl-A to be either improving nor worsening, but a 90% confidence that water clarity with the
Secchi disc is improving. Is this a good report, that we’re “hanging in there” for TP and Chl-A, but
with seemingly good news for clarity? Hmmmm…trouble is…I remember years past when we
were strongly improving at the 95% level for both TP and Secchi readings!!
Take a look at the TP and Secchi trend graphs. From the beginning in 1996 until the end of 2009,
BOTH were improving at that golden 95% confidence of true results!!! Algae showed no trend
either way those years. (TP graph on left; Secchi graph on right for 1996-2009)
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But…check out 2010--2018; in this more recent group of years, our TP and Secchi winners now show no
trend up or down (Chl-A was surprisingly improving with 90% confidence!). (TP graph on left; Secchi graph
on right for 2010-2018)

I, personally, am quite worried about the health of Star Lake, when I see the results from those earlier years
compared to less positive results for a group of more recent years of testing. We’ve all learned about the
importance of reducing how much Phosphorus gets into the lake: We use no Phos. fertilizer, work to reduce
runoff over our yards after a heavy rain, stabilize any erosion of dirt into the lake at our waterfront (dirt =
Phosphorus!). Those of us at our Annual meeting this year at Camp Joy heard Darren Newville from the
East Ottertail Soil and Water Conservation District (SWCD) in Perham talk about “lakescaping” at the
shoreline with deeply rooted flowers and ornamental grasses rather than grass. These hold onto the runoff
and hold the soil in place. Look for the information on our SLPOA website (http://starlakeassociation.com)
for the material Darren provided about these lake-friendly methods of managing our lake properties.
But, arguably, the most important step we can take to keep Phosphorus out of the lake is to manage our
septic systems properly. Scan through the “Homeowner Management Tasks” from the U. of M. (page 9 in
this newsletter) for a good review of how we can best deal with our tanks and drain fields. Septic Service in
Perham, one of our local service providers, recommends having our septic systems checked every 2--3 years,
more frequently if you use it year around or have lots of company. Notice that this has to be done by a
licensed inspector and through the big manhole cover, not just through the small inspection ports that show
above ground. A typical action an inspector would do is to pump the sludge out of the main tank. If your
drain field is failing, the ground above will be saturated/smelly with effluent! Those of us with holding tanks
and no drain field, must be alert to when the tank is full (do you have an alarm or float that remind you?)
Note that one’s holding tank may need to be pumped right after or just before only 1 busy holiday weekend!!
Septic Service reports that it isn’t rare that folks lose track of the tank level, and it overflows onto the ground
(read, “into the water table/lake!).
Septic maintenance is an ongoing cost to us lakeshore owners; services providers say they can reduce the cost
of service calls if neighbors join together in one of their trips; they can handle pumping two 1000 gallon tanks
with their 2000-gallon truck. In the event that your septic system is determined to have failed (aren’t they
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known to last only 20 or so years, somewhat more if only used seasonally?!), there is help out
there. You’ll find in this newsletter, and in links on the SLPOA website, information about low
cost loan programs (3% interest with a generous payback time) available for those with faulty
systems, and many local banks work with this program.
Star Lake’s water quality is really in the hands of all of us living at its edges, and our prized fish
populations need US to keep THEIR environment healthy. Let’s make this and 2019 the “Years of
the Healthy Septic” to bring about future “Years of Improving and Healthy TP levels” for a
“Healthier Star Lake”!!
By Carolyn Herron, Lake Water Quality Monitor

Resources - Septic Systems
LOW INTEREST LOANS
The Agricultural Best Management Practice Loan Program (AgBMP) provides loans to rural
landowners to implement water quality improvement projects, including low interest loans for
septic systems:






3% Loans
10 Year Maximum Term
Issued by Local Lenders
Must Replace or Repair an Existing Failing or Non-Compliant System
Individual and Cluster Systems, Businesses, and Sewer Connections may be Eligible

Apply at the EOT SWCD:
Aimee Duchene, 801 Jenny Ave SW, Perham, MN 56573, Phone: 218-346-9105
Email: Aimee.Duchane@EOT.mnswcd.org

UNIVERSIIY OF MINNESOTA
There is a vast amount of information for
homeowners about Septic System Maintenance and
Management on the University of Minnesota website.
We have included a list of Homeowner Management Tasks, which is just one page of an
informative brochure on the U of M website.
For more info, go to: https://septic.umn.edu/septic-system-owners

STAR

LAKE

PROPERTY

OWNERS’

ASSOCIATION

PAGE

9

PAGE

Amazon Smile Program

10

ANNOUNCEMENT!
“It’s Free, It’s Free!” How many times have you heard that and
thought – SURE- what’s the catch? Announcing a new program
that truly is free and has no catch for you. Want to support
SLPOA? You can now do that by simply ordering items through
AmazonSmile. AmazonSmile is a simple and automatic way for
you to support your lake every time you shop, at no cost to you.
You will find the exact same low prices, vast selection, and
shopping ease as Amazon.com with the added bonus that Amazon
will donate a portion of your purchase price to SLPOA!
If you currently use Amazon.com or Amazon Prime, you can order the same products at the same
prices, but benefit your lake by selecting STAR LAKE PROPERTY OWNERS ASSOCIATION
(identifier number 80-0594188). The value of your purchase will be credited to SLPOA and, at the
end of each month, Amazon will donate a percentage of the total purchase value to our lake
association. Any donations received will be credited to our “lake protection fund.” That fund is
restricted to projects that directly benefit the lake.
That’s it! No fees, no obligations, no catch for you to help support your lake. All you need to do is
select SLPOA as your charitable organization when you first sign in to AmazonSmile. After that,
shop away!
We will put a link on the Association website to enable you to access the AmazonSmile site as well.
EASY, SIMPLE, IMPORTANT as we continue to try to find ways to increase our revenue and our
ability to have the funds needed to help maintain Star Lake as the tremendous resource it is.
THANK YOU for your support!!!!!!!!!!!

Star Lake Visitor
This black bear was spotted along the southern shores of Star
Lake in August. Although not a traditional range of the black
bear, the state’s burgeoning population has certainly had its share
of non-traditional migrants at a higher frequency in recent years.
With the MN DNR’s small allotment of lottery permits in zones
to the north, territories are likely being expanded at a higher
rate. As you can see their omnivorous tendencies do quite well
on corn and this year’s bumper crop of acorns!
Photo credit: Dick York, SLPOA Member
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On July 12, 2018 the North Division of the Heart O’Lakes High School Fishing League held an outing on Star
Lake in Ottertail County. Information about this event:
 The League is setup to be a multi-species league (ie: walleye, northern, bass, sunfish, and crappie are all
promoted as species to catch)
 Each team is allowed to score (5) total fish per event and each fish is measured and RELEASED
 Fish lengths are converted to a 1-5 point system based on length by species caught. For example, a (9)
inch bluegill will score the same point value in the team score as an 18-21 inch walleye.
Walleye scoring............13-15 = 1, 15-18 = 2, 18-21 = 3, 21-24 = 4, 24-27 = 5 Over 27 = +1
Each fish species has its own length scale with the same point values assigned.
 Teams can earn (2) bonus points, if they catch and release a fish from each species category
 This was considered the “northern” tournament. The “southern” tournament was conducted on Pomme
de Terre Lake the same evening.
Results:
- Total Teams = 50
- Top (10) Team Results

The winners scored a total of (5) bass and the second
place team scored with a total of (5) crappies.
It was a beautiful evening. The teams were treated to hot
dogs and ice cream at the main public access after the
event. The event had great volunteer support.
Our thanks to Phil Jensen, Superintendent of Hawley
Public Schools, tournament coordinator, and Casey
Ehlert of Barnesville for sharing the tournament results.
More photos can be found on the Heart O Lakes Fishing
League Facebook page.

Star Lake Property Owners’ Association, Inc.
P.O. Box 155
Dent, MN 56528-0155

Star Lake Property Owners’ Association
2018 FALL NEWSLETTER

For more info on ice safety, see MN DNR website: https://www.dnr.state.mn.us/safety/ice/index.html

