
Fall greetings! This has been a pleasant Fall, as the nasty stuff has held off for much of the 
time and allowed some great weather for hunting and fishing action. 

Many of us have been greatly concerned this Fall by the news of the proposed off-shoot of 
the White Earth Nation’s (WEN) Shooting Star Casino on Star Lake. There are articles in 
this Newsletter detailing what we know so far about the project, but specific details about 
just where structures will be placed haven’t been given, and no County permits have been 
applied for. Also see the Casino info page on our SLPOA website for information and links. 

Our Star Lake Property Owners’ Association (SLPOA)  Board meeting on October 8 was 
attended by about 50 concerned Star Lake owners and local residents who expressed their 
views about such things as who will pay for road and other infrastructure improvements, 
will the Casino pay taxes to the County; who will control waste management, law enforce-
ment, and use of the lake; how will any effects to the environment and to the health of the 
lake be minimized; who will ask for and conduct the important Environment Impact State-
ment; how will local businesses be affected, etc. These comments were written down and 
sent on to County staff (see page 4).  

The SLPOA Board will be working cooperatively with WEN, the federal government’s 
Dept. of the Interior, the State of MN, as well as Otter Tail County. As well, as lake shore 
owners, we can encourage and support the County Commissioners to utilize any and all of 
the appropriate Shoreland Ordinances, Planning Commission guidelines and requirements, 
implementation of Environmental Assessment Worksheets and Environment Impact State-
ments and other County regulations, to ensure the least negative impact to the surrounding 
environment, neighborhoods, and the lake itself. 

With all of us keeping involved and informed, we can work to make the outcome of this 
proposed project as healthful as possible to the lake and the Community that we cherish! 

Notes from Carolyn Herron, SLPOA President 
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* * Star Lake Casino Development Survey * * 
The SLPOA board would like to invite the property owners of Star Lake to participate in a 
short survey in regards to the Shooting Star Casino Development. The SLPOA is conduct-
ing the survey to gather information and concerns of the property owners of Star Lake. It is 
important that you get an opportunity to voice your opinions on one of the largest develop-
ments Star Lake will see. So please take the time to complete this short survey.  

To complete the survey, go to the SLPOA website at starlakeassociation.com.  The survey 
will be closed December 20th, so please complete before that time, thank you.   
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Star Lake Casino Update by Mike Donoho 

As most of you have heard, Shooting Star Casino and 
Entertainment has acquired a significant parcel of 
land on Petersen’s Point for the purpose of building a 
hotel, entertainment venue and casino. The SLPOA 
board of directors has concerns over this develop-
ment and its effect on Star Lake. The intent of the 
articles in this Newsletter are to inform our members 
of what we know as fact from Otter Tail County and 
the White Earth Nation. It will also inform you as to 
what the Board has done in response to the news of 
this development. 
 
On October 6th, Otter Tail County Commissioners 
held a meeting where they revealed information they 
got at a meeting with the White Earth Nation the 
week prior. This information is below: 
 
Where is the proposed resort and casino lo-
cated? 
• Near the intersection of County Hwy 41 and 380th 
Street. The proposed development includes approxi-
mately 270 acres and 5500 feet of frontage on Star 
Lake. 
 
Who is developing the resort and casino? 
• Shooting Star Casino, Hotel and Entertainment is 
owned and operated by White Earth Nation. 
 
When will the resort be constructed? 
• According to Shooting Star’s press release, the re-
sort will be designed by Minneapolis-based 
Cuningham Group, construction will begin in 2016 
and the projected opening is slated for 2017. 
 
What will be included in the development? 
• 110 Room Hotel 
• 100 Standard; 10 Suites 
• RV Park 
• 3 Restaurants (Bar and Grill; Deli; Buffet) 
• Gift Shop 
• Ballroom and Event Center 
• Indoor/Outdoor Swimming Pool 
• Observation Tower 
• Gaming Facility 
• 10-12 Tables 
• 750 Slots 

 
How many people will the resort employ? 
• 500 Employees  
Entry level wages start at $10.44/hr. with $1.25 
shift differential for evening workers; $2.50 weekend 
shift differential)  
 
Will the development bring new or enhanced 
infrastructure to the area?  
• Shooting Star Casino has indicated that they are 
working with area companies to bring natural gas, 
fiber-optic communication, and enhanced electrical 
service to the Star Lake area. 
 
Why can Shooting Star open a casino in Otter 
Tail County?  
• The Indian Gaming Regulatory Act (IGRA) 
requires that Indian gaming occur on Indian lands. 
Indian lands include land within the boundaries of a 
reservation as well as land held in trust or restricted 
status by the United States on behalf of a tribe or 
individual, over which a tribe has jurisdiction and 
exercises governmental power. One such example 
includes PID 56000150109001, a 14.5 acre parcel of 
trust land on the south arm of Star Lake in Otter Tail 
County. 
 
The above info can be found on the OTC website 
which has a Special Projects page for the casino 
project. The link to the OTC casino website page is: 
 
www.co.otter-tail.mn.us/1150/Proposed-Shooting-
Star-Casino 
 

* * * * * 
 

WATCH FOR UPCOMING MEETING! 
Bill Marsh, General Manager of Shooting Star Casino 
has indicated that the casino plans to host a meeting 
during an open forum with OTC officials, possibly in 
February or March 2016, to present more infor-
mation about the casino and resort to the public and 
answer questions. 
 
We will communicate the details of this meeting 
once they are known. 

S T A R  L A K E  P R O P E R T Y  O W N E R S ’  A S S O C I A T I O N  

http://www.co.otter-tail.mn.us/1150/Proposed-Shooting-Star-Casino
http://www.co.otter-tail.mn.us/1150/Proposed-Shooting-Star-Casino
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Casino Update (cont’d) 
CUNINGHAM GROUP: 
In researching the Cuningham Group, the designer 
White Earth Nation has chosen, a couple of interesting 
things were found on http://www.cuningham.com.  It 
states: 
 
While design excellence through collaboration is always our 
goal, the development of green solutions for our clients and our 
planet is also a priority. We believe each project should be de-
signed for the betterment of the community and society as a 
whole, and sustainability and green design are a natural exten-
sion of our core ideologies. 
 
For more than a decade, we have been focusing on research and 
education for our staff to keep pace with the issues affecting our 
planet while making practical applications in our profession. In 
1997, we were commissioned by the National Council of Archi-
tectural Registration Boards (NCARB) to write the first mono-
graph on Sustainable Design. This document is still used by 
architects as part of fulfillment of their continuing education 
obligations. 
 
Vision: Sustainability means a great deal more than simply a 
checklist of LEED® points. It is a commitment to the ideas of 
creating a better environment at all scales: value to the owner/
client, the stewardship of our planet, the health of our 
population and particularly those who use the project, the 
vitality of our neighborhoods, the teaching points of the 
building we place on the site, and the enjoyment the project can 
bring to its occupants and visitors. 
 
Based on this and other parts of their website, it appears 
as though the architects are very concern with environ-
mental impact of their projects.  One can extrapolate 
that the White Earth Nation by choosing this type of 
architect is also concerned about the environmental im-
pact of this development. 
 
One of the Cuningham Group’s recent award winning 
projects was the new High School in Alexandria.  If you 
have the opportunity to visit that facility do so, it is an 
incredible building. 
 
VIEWPOINTS: 
The following is an excerpt from a letter the SLPOA 
president sent out prior to the County Commissioners 
meeting on October 6th.  Her views in this correspond-

ence mirror the concerns of  most members of the board 
and a large majority of the local residents I have talked 
with. 
 
My own personal reaction to this news was one of shock and 
great concern. I cannot fathom the idea of placing a large casi-
no complex right next door to a quiet neighborhood of family 
lake cabins, a family-owned resort, and a church camp (Camp 
Joy). I have concerns about greatly increased traffic, lights, the 
behavior of the patrons to the facility, and potential adverse 
effects to the shoreline they own and the lake quality itself as a 
result of this. The population density of this complex could be 
substantial, with both a hotel and RV park in their plans. I 
have read no comments from Shooting Star about how they 
would mitigate any of these types of concerns that nearby 
neighbors or Star Lake owners would have. While these are my 
own concerns, I’m not aware yet how many of our SLPOA mem-
bers, or others on the lake, would share these concerns. 
-Carolyn Herron, SLPOA President 
 

* * * * * 
 
At the November 12th SLPOA board meeting, the board 
adopted the following official Position Statement in re-
gards to the White Earth Nation development:  
 
The SLPOA would like to establish a cooperative relationship 
with White Earth Nation, Dept. of Interior, State of Minneso-
ta, Otter Tail County and Star Lake Township to ensure the 
orderly and proper development of Star Lake and to make sure 
the concerns of the Star Lake Property Owners Association 
Board of Directors, and all property owners are represented and 
included in the project as it proceeds. 
 

* * * * * 
 
The Board will try and keep all SLPOA members cur-
rent on information as it develops via our Website and 
Facebook Group: 
 
http://www.starlakeassociation.com  
https://www.facebook.com/groups/starlakemn   
 
Please check these resources for the most current infor-
mation on this development and any other Star Lake 
news. 

http://www.cuningham.com
http://www.starlakeassociation.com/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/starlakemn/
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Comments from SLPOA Board Mtg 10/08/15 

The following public comments were made by the 
approximately 50 lakeshore residents who attended 
the Star Lake Property Owners’ Association Board 
meeting on October 8, 2015. Many of these and sim-
ilar comments were made by several people. The 
overall temper and feeling of the group was alarm, 
strong concern, and anger. 

1. Is the proposed casino the same as at Mahnomen? 

2. Could the Casino be a good steward and helpful 
for Star Lake? 

3. Will they pay taxes? 

4. Where do any taxes on casino revenue go?   

5. Where do any taxes on hotel revenue go? 

6. What will be the effect on our County taxes (for 
possible crime, social service issues, infrastruc-
ture improvements, etc.)? 

7. Who will control their sewers/septic? 

8. Who will pay for highway and other infrastruc-
ture changes?  I sure don’t want to, since I don’t 
want the casino there! 

9. How will the casino control lighting, traffic, ef-
fects on wildlife? 

10. What will be the effect of excess boat traffic on 
the lake, and who will regulate this? 

11. We need an Environmental Impact Statement; 
who will ask for this and who will pay for it? 

12. Will the RV park be seasonal or short term? 

13. Will 380th St. remain a township road? 

14. The community needs time to learn about this 
proposal and to react to it. 

15. Can the White Earth Nation (WEN) decide not 
to “play nice?” 

16. Are we able to block this from being built?  Who 
could our partners be to help prevent this? 

17. What will be the financial impact of the casino on 
local businesses (bars, restaurants, resorts, etc.)? 

18. Dent’s fire dept. and 1st responders get money 
from local pull tabs; will that disappear as people 
spend their gambling money at the casino? 

19. The County really needs to do their homework 
before granting any permits. 

20. The County needs to mitigate any possible dam-
age to the environment where it can.  

21. Will there be excess pressure on fishing?  Will 
(WEN) be allowed to net fish in Star Lake? 

22. How will law enforcement handle excess traffic, 
DUI’s, crime, noise pollution, out of control 
behavior, etc.?  Who polices the casino property?  
Who will pay for that? 

23. There are so many gray areas about what WEN 
can do on this property; it seems like we need 
strong legal advice from the County,  or through 
legal advice sought through the SLPOA. 

24. My group owns hunting land on the South Bay; 
how will waterfowl areas, loon nesting areas, 
etc. be protected? 

25. The SLPOA Board needs to establish a position 
on the casino project and develop a plan of ac-
tion. 

* * * * * 
 
WHAT DID THE SLPOA BOARD DO WITH 
YOUR COMMENTS? 

This list of comments was emailed to Nick Leonard, 
OTC Director of Tourism and Economic Develop-
ment, to share with the OTC Commissioners. 

Please continue to mail your comments to the 
SLPOA Board as well as Nick Leonard at OTC. 

S T A R  L A K E  P R O P E R T Y  O W N E R S ’  A S S O C I A T I O N  
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AIS Update by Lee Mindemann 
First the good news:  The SLPOA Zebra Mussel Moni-

toring Team has reported no findings of Zebra Mussels 

in the lake during this lake season.  This is truly good 

news, and thanks go out to all of you who have adhered 

to MN AIS Laws – and hopefully have preached it to 

visiting family and friends.   

A special thanks to those SLPOA members participating 

in our monitoring process.  They are: Rick & Rose 

Spickard, Stu Peterson, Carolyn Herron, Dale & Duane 

Salberg, Jim Ebert, Ken Paulson, Paul Snyder & Peggy 

Maasjo.  Thank you all! 

More Good News: After a controversial failed treatment 

on Christmas Lake (west of Mpls) last fall, a combina-

tion of experimental permitted pesticides was applied in 

May.  While it took two applications, a dive survey on 

9/30/15 indicated no remaining zebra mussels in the 

lake.  A very significant outcome!! 

The keys here are vigilant monitoring, early reporting, a 

limited size infestation, and a quick treatment.  The 

DNR reported on 10/12 that Ruth Lake in Crow Wing 

County discovered a small infestation in July. A similar 

pilot treatment in a 3.4 acre section of the lake is to 

begin shortly.  The Ruth Lake POA will be paying for 

the application of “Earth Tec QZ”. 

Now the Bad News:  Two more lakes were designated 

as infested with zebra mussels in early October.  Lake 

John in Wright County in late Sept. by a citizen moni-

tor, and recently Bryant Lake in Eden Prairie, by park 

staff.   

Here at Star Lake, we need to remain ever vigilant with 

the Pelican River Chain, and the expanding infestation of 

the Otter Tail River system. 

According to the DNR “there is a common misconcep-

tion that zebra mussels ‘are everywhere’ and that their 

spread is inevitable.  The reality is, zebra mussels have 

been confirmed in less 2% of MN lakes, and more Min-

nesotans than ever before know & follow invasive spe-

cies laws.  People spread zebra mussels, and people can 

prevent the spread.” 

Now there is a new threat with the discovery of “Starry 

Stonewort” in Lake Koronis in Stearns County.  It is the 

first MN lake to get this AIS, and in an unprecedented 

move the MN DNR has actually closed the public access 

to the lake to allow for effective treatment.  The treat-

ment is scheduled for the week of 10/19 and the lake 

access will closed until freeze up.  This AIS is a grass-like 

algae, which produces a thick mat that interfere with 

recreational use, and choke out native plants.  Hopeful-

ly, we will not need to hear much more on this one.  

Stay tuned. 

To All Property Owners on Star Lake: 

During the SLPOA Board of Directors meeting held October 8, 2015, the agenda item, “Proposed Casino,” drew a 
lengthy discussion on the pros and cons of this project. The many property owners attending this meeting, hoping to 
separate fact from rumor, spoke openly regarding the need for accurate information. The SLPOA Board will focus on 
providing up-to-date information regarding the Casino Project and its future progress. 

The cost of providing the facts to over 500 landowners on an ongoing basis suggests the need for: (1) donations or (2) 
consider becoming a SLPOA member with annual dues of $25. We appreciate renewal memberships and look forward 
to expanding our membership. 

Please forward your remittance to: SLPOA, PO Box 155, Dent, MN 56528                     ** Thank you ** 

Membership Comments by Jim Ebert 
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Committee Reports 
Water Quality Report - Carolyn Herron 

This year of 2015 marked the 17th year that the 
SLPOA has monitored the water quality of Star Lake 
through the Otter Tail Coalition of Lake Associations 
(COLA) and RMB Environmental Labs in Detroit 
Lakes. As you’ve learned before, I draw a water sam-
ple by the big island once a month for 5 months each 
summer and send it to RMB for analyses. I was 
helped this year by Ken Paulson, so big thanks to him 
for going on out on the water with me! They report 
to us the level of our Total Phosphorus (TP = food 
for the algae) and Chlorophyll-a (Chl-a = the algae 
measure), plus we drop our white metal Secchi disc 
down into the water to see how far down we can see 
it. The formula is pretty simple:  Less food = less 
algae = water is clearer, so see down further! 

This year, we had little snow, warm spring, so early 
ice out, right? Holy cow, but did that produce good 
results in our May and June samples! I saw down 18 
feet in May, and an unbelievable 25 feet in 
June!! And our average is between 14 & 15 feet! The 
algae reading in June, not surprisingly because of the 
above formula, was almost the lowest ever record-
ed! Moriya, or guru at RMB, felt that the early ice 
out meant the lake did its Spring turnover early, and 
then settled itself back down nicely by May & June. 

Looking back from the start of our monitoring, the 
overall trend for Star Lake is that were holding 
steady on all three measures, TP, Chl-a, and Secchi 
disc reading, neither getting better nor worse. Star 
always comes out better on these measures when our 
water levels are low (no soil washing in from the 
shore, less rain bringing pollutants down our incom-
ing streams, etc.), so we’ll see how she looks next 
year if our low water levels going into Fall hold into 
the Spring and early Summer next year. Keep in 

mind always the things we all can do to keep Phos-
phorus out of the lake:  Say “no” to dirt, dog poop, 
leaves, ashes, yard runoff, fertilizer with Phosphorus 
in it, etc. and you’ll be doing your part to keep this 
pretty lake in good health!   

Carolyn Herron, Water Quality Committee Chair 

Water Safety - Duane Salberg 

We hope 2015 was safe and fun for all on Star Lake.  
Now with low water levels, danger is there.  Rocks 
are starting to show through the water surface and 
care is needed when you are boating. 

Thanks to these people for placing buoys that makes 
our time on the water more safe: Lee Mindemann 
and Tom McKinnon  (Peterson Point),  Tyler Riley 
(41 bridge and Ball Island), Mike Anderson (108 ac-
cess) and Robbie Riemer (sand bar south of 108 ac-
cess) 

If placing of buoys might be something that you 
would be able to help with, please call.  We need 
others to help. 

Duane Salberg, 612-210-1622 

Treasurer’s Report - Jim Ebert 

As of 11/2/2015 the balance in our SLPOA checking 
account is $10,633.77. The cost of doing a Fall Newslet-
ter is the most significant expense between now and the 
end of the year. We appreciate those members who have 
provided their email addresses to help minimize mailing 
costs. 

For 2015-16 the number of paid memberships for SLPOA 
is 133. The membership mailing for 2016-17 will occur in 
the spring of 2016. All membership dues received prior 
to the annual meeting are greatly appreciated. 

Thank you, Jim Ebert 

S T A R  L A K E  P R O P E R T Y  O W N E R S ’  A S S O C I A T I O N  
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Star Lake Water Levels  - Jim Ebert 

As of 9/25/15 Star Lake was approximately 8 inches below its normal high. Below are the lake level gage readings that were 
taken from April 13 through September 25, 2015. These readings are taken under the Hwy 41 bridge going from the main lake 
into the west arm. 

            Lake Level Gage Reading Report (Apr - Sept 2015) 

        Gage      Zero 
   Date Reading  Elevation             Lake Level 

   4/13     1.8 + 1327.34’ = 1329.14’ 

   4/20     1.8  + 1327.34’ = 1329.14’ 

   5/15     1.9 + 1327.34’ = 1329.24’ 

   5/26     2.1 + 1327.34’ = 1329.44’ 

   5/28     2.2 + 1327.34’ = 1329.54’ 

   6/07     2.3 + 1327.34’ = 1329.64’ 

   6/20     2.2 + 1327.34’ = 1329.54’ 

   6/28     2.2 + 1327.34’ = 1329.54’ 

   7/08     2.1 + 1327.34’ = 1329.44’ 

   7/23     2.1 + 1327.34’ = 1329.44’ 

   8/28     1.7 + 1327.34’ = 1329.04’ 

   9/17     1.5 + 1327.34’ = 1328.84’ 

   9/25     1.5 + 1327.34’ = 1328.84’ 

   Zero Elevation: 1327.34 ft. 

   Normal High: 1329.50 ft. 

Q: How can I tell when a lake has turned over in the fall, and do most fish go deeper after turnover? 

A: A lake has turned over when water temperatures are the same from the surface to the bottom. The process can take 
days or even months to complete, depending on lake shape and depth, and air and water temperatures. The only way to 
conclusively know when a lake has turned over is to measure the temperature at the surface of the lake and at the bot-
tom; if they are roughly the same temperature (within a few degrees), the lake has turned over. During the process of 
turnover, water clarity may decrease, decaying organic material can be seen suspended in the water and there can be a 
sulfurous odor. 

Source: MN DNR Question of the Week 11-10-15 

MN DNR Question of the Week 



Star Lake Property Owners’ Association, Inc. 

P.O. Box  155 

Dent, MN  56528-0155 

WE WANT TO HEAR FROM YOU ABOUT 

THE STAR LAKE CASINO PROJECT! 

The SLPOA board would like to invite the 

property owners of Star Lake to participate in a 

short survey in regards to the Shooting Star 

Casino Development.  

More info about the survey and the current 

status of the casino project can be found in this 

newsletter and on the SLPOA website:  

  

starlakeassociation.com   


